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ADVERTISEMENT 

BY THE 

TRANSLATOR.. 



TQ endeavour to recommend the fol- 
loT^ving Pieces, by a long preliminary 
DifTertation, would be an attempt either 
Tain or fuperfluous. If they have me- 
rit — ^it will fpeak for itfelf j if they have 
none, it is in vain to fpeak for them. 
The Tranflator fhall only add, tliat if 
diis fpecimen has the good fortune to 
be favourably received, he has Sufficient 
ftore of original pieces befide him, to 
furnilh feveral volumes of the fame en*i 
feertainment. 

Deanllone^ ift Nov. 1796* j 



tbb 



NUT-SHELL. 






Slight md almoft infinitely fledder are did 
threads of the fpider^ or the web of the (ilk worm; 
bat much flighter, and infinitQ}f tnorr (lender, are 
thofe threads by which the fates of mankind are 
fometimes connccled, and fometimes entangled. 
This truth was long overlooked by our writers of 
novels and romances; and even now, that they 
have begun to obferve it, it cannot be wholly fii* 
perfluous, to relate the ftory of a young man, whp 
was brought to infamy and ruin— by a nut-^IL 

Bendorp was a youth of ardour and fenfibility^ 
With the pureft principles of religion and probity | 
the moft honourable of men towards his friend^ 
and ftill more honourable towards his miftrefs— for 
both of whom he' would have facrificed, upon z. 
proper occafion, both his fortune and his life* 
Though fevere and unmerciful to his own foibles, 
he was, alas, more obfequious than the fibres 
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of the Ivy, to thofc of the perfons to whom Kewas 
attached ; and he was always attached to fome of 
cither fex. 

He was now returned from the univerfity oiGoU 
tingefiy with a head'full of philofophy^ and a heart: 
ftill fuller of enthufiafm for all that was fair and 
good. The animated tone of his converfation, the- 
original caft of his words and behavFour, his free«* 
dom of thinking, and the boldnefs with which he: 
vidlcQlcd antiquated prejudices, aA thefe mad^ him 
quickly taken notice of. Many men, and partlcu* 
larly old ones, fhook their heads at him in filence^. 
others^ andefpecially thofe who had hitherto given, 
themfelves the example in matters of ^ tafte, were 
loud in their cenfures of the noify fellow, not fa 
much becaufe he was ncify, as becaufe hs furpaf-^ 
fed them in neading and in fenfe ; but there were 
alio many who loved and encouraged him, and 
who- whiipered foftly in his liftening ear j, Bravo^, 
young man \ you . have much in your power ; be- 
adtiv€, and your influence will increafe by degrees* 
I chufe purpofely the epithet lijienifjg ; for who- 
can- doubt that a Bendorf would be ambitious*. 

He was treated quite differently by the fair fexi. 
Of them, there was fcarcely one in the circle, in 
which it was proper for him to move, who did not 
receive him with her beit curtfey^ no girl,. that did 

not 
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act. frequently leave honoorables and right honour- 
ables to themfelves, in fpite of the magnificence of 
their holiday fuits, in order to prattle with the 
young fecretary i no married woman, that did noty 
the evening after ihe had been at the theatre^ re» 
peat to him her opmion of the play and players ^ 
and BO matron who did not exclaim with genuine 
compaiiion : << A fine young fellow I if he were but 
udre regular in his attendance at church 1^ In manjr 
companies where they had hitherto played nothing 
tut Ombre and Bafiet, Whift, in complaifance tO' 
him, became the mode *» In fhort, all the ladies 
were equally pleafed with him ; fo long, at Ieaft» 
as on his fide, he behaved with^ ecjual politene& 
and attention to them alL 

But the curfed whimfy-^It is indeed often both 
proper and ofeful, though a tendev heart fufier» 
much from it», and in place of continuing in eafe 
and fireedom, chu^^ rather a volmitary flavery. la 
a town fiick as^ P - ■ >■ ■ , ibr the ef^ablifhment of 
yirhich) nature had produced lb many charming 
girls, it was irapofiiUe for a h^art fo tender as Ben'm 
Atfsj *o remain long unfobdued* Two ny mphs^ 
Arove for its dominion, and he kefltated a conE* 

M 3 derable 

* The reader muft not forget he»e, tiiat the fcene is laid 
?bme years back, in which whift had not yet beceme the 
ixnher£d iludy of all men of fen£e» 
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•derablfe time between them. Amelia Mllihu^ feuv 
gentle, young, and pich> %¥itb faultlcfs manners^, 
and unblemkhed' f eputation ; coittendei for the* 
prize with Julia Hibnery equal in- fortune,. mucb« 
foirer, but lefi amiable, mild and good; The one: 
allured you by. her {weetneis^ and fenfibility; the* 
other dazzled you by. the power of her wit. The 
quiet and retirements of a country life, appeared- to^ 
be fitted fop the temper of Amelia ; while that of 
jiilia would have fuited a nvetropolis* SKe faid 
sot a wordy without attemptlflg to fhine, nor em»» 
ployed a gefture, without attempting to conquer; 
She was. qualified,, had fhe been beloTed by a- 
prince, to rule and r4iin a whole. kingdom. She 
was vain as the titled commoner of yefterday, ani 
fonder of gaming and diHipation, than a new-mar- 
zied woman of kiffes and dalliance. If A^nelia had 
more friends^. Jitlla had many more admirers ; if 
the former was oftener praifed, die latter, on the 
other hand, was^ more frequently; metf^ioned. . It 
neas not indeed always gpodvthat was faid of hei^. 
But to be ipoken of, feemed to her enoug^; 
' We faid that Baidorf was long undetermined i: 
Bke the Ealfiqf (f Shahefpeartf he wcMild have will* 
fagly taken both ; the one- for fundays and fefli^ 
vai days, the other for the every day. comfiort. of 
4ife. But his better fenfe at length declared forr 
^ Attulian. 
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AmeRa. He £rft (tied for^ and obtsMied her 
-friendihip ^ then went st ftep farther^ and obtained 
her loTe^ fa that he was now looked upon as her 
acknowledged bridegroom, and nothing was cook 
£dered as wanting to- the union, but the deadi o£ 
his predeceffbr in office, and his own adTancement 
lo fill the pofi« But fcarcely had the active tongue 
of rumour fcattered this inteli^ence abroad> when. 
'Bendorf^f^s fenfible of a material alteration in the 
behaviour of xmnj of his acquaintances towards, 
him. Many a father of marriageable daughters 
BOW received his vifits with great coldnefs, and 
alked him much feldomer to dinner : many a fu^ 
perannuated dowager fhook her noddle, as if there 
had been fenfe in it, and cried out., <' the deprsf^ 
vity of the age } fcarce fix and twenty^ and already 
thinking of marriage :" many a girl now difcovered^ 
that his nofe was a little too much arched j hi$ 
iliape a Iktle too flender, and his ftyle a little to^ 
dogmatical J and many a fecret admirer of AmeUm 
affirmed) that he had it from the beft authority^ 
that Bendorf was not entirely unexceptionable in 
the performance of the duties of his office. 

But Bendorf^ though he could not but obferve 
the change, gave himielf no uneafineft . about it* 
Attached wholly to Amelia^ every company where 
&e^ was not^. appeared, ta him taftclels and tiro- 

fome i, 
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ibine; to plcafe her, and gain Iier faTOur, cvcj|r 
'fiicalty oF his foiil was exerted $ and although he^ 
was daily advancing in her good graces, he flilt 
•thought his progrefs was too flow ; till at laft, af- 
ter one of his colleagues had been fo obliging at 
to make way for him, he had the extatic felicity^ 
of hearing Amdia\ his Amelias own lips, fix the 
cnonth fbliowing, as the time of their union. AU 
his true friends now wilhed him joy ; all that w^re 
not his well withers, envied him \ and every girl 
of AnuUJs acquaintance could not help fecretly 
faying to herfelf ; " would I were in the place of 
Amelitir 

Whether it was diftruft of his own weaknefs, of 
which he had frequently been convinced by expe- 
rience, or a tender indulgence for Amelias temper^ 
^rhich he knew to be pretty much inclined to jea* 
ioufy, or from a real indifference about every thing 
Imt her \ whatever was his motive, he made it ^ 
^nt, from the firft explicit avowal of her aiFec- 
Cioii, to break off almoft all connedtion with other 
%romen, and altogether with Julia. The warmth^, 
however, of the lady's attachment increaifed, m 
^oportlon to his coldneis, and the more he ap-^ 
peared to forget her, the more freq;uently did fhc 
think upon him. Many were the plans which fhc: 
laid to enfnare him ^ but in fpite of her ingenuity^. 

il}'. 



THE NUT^^HELL. r4l 

aD t^no purpofc. She grcvr at length weary of la- 
Tifhiog on an uxigrateful man thofe allurecnent$ 
which a thou£ind otheFs would have received with 
the tranfports of an enamoured. knight^ and re* 
warded with gold watches and diamond-trinkets; 
And with this alteration of her behaviour toWardi 
him, Bendorfyn& now pevfedtiy fatisfied. 

Once on a fultry afternoon in fiiaimef^ tired with 
the drudgery and formalities of buflneft, he hurried 
for refrefhment to the fociety of his beloved} an(| 
fbimd her quite alone at an open window, where 
flie was employed with a book, and likewife at inf 
tervals, in order perhaps to fliortenthe tedious pair 
Ages, with opening fpme hazel-nuts that lay befcre 
her. She received him in the tendereft manner j^ 
he fat long, leaning on her arm, talking of his pa£* 
fion, of her merit and her charms, of a thoufand 
feelings known only tp themfelves, of a thoufand 
profpeits and prc^efts for futurity, and of all thofe 
pleaiing recollections, which were conne(Ebed with 
the beginning of their acquaintance, wholly engroit 
with his. own feelings, and with fuch favourite to- 
pics of di&ourfc, — he fnatched up, without know^ 
iog wherefore, a handful of nut-ihells„ and threw 
them Over the window* . 

" What are you doing, BetiJorfi^* cried Amelia 
iailantly ^ << yQu xnay have thrown them upoft 
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fbmd>ody^* hted.** " I fhcmld be forrf fcrr tfcit,* 
anfwered he^ fmiling ; and went dircdly to the 
iMndow, but drew back with great furprife and 
precipitation, for he faw there two ladies ftanding 
beneath it, and gasing ap. Amelia, who obfervei 
the s^teration of his colour, followed him with e^ 
qual heedleflhefs to the window, and befides feeing 
thefame objeAs, heard diftinAlj thefe words: << I 
^ank you, Beniwrf^ for this inftance of your civili* 
ty. It is quite novel ; but on that account, I afiure 
you, I efteem it the more ingenious. You wa% 
perhaps, afraid, that I fhould not ptherwife have 
vbferved who was your amiable companion." 

w It is the voice of JuHa Hiimery* cried AmilU^ 
in a tone of the bittereft vexation. «* A jw^tty e»» 
l^loit you have juft now committed, you thoughtlefi^ 
4raih, trifling fellow. She has long had an ill will 
to us both, and will undoubtedly look upon it at 
an intended affiront. Here, in the ufual manner 
of women, (who are never more anxioij^than about 
trifles, though they often make up for it by the 
^reatnefs of mind, which they aflame with eafe 
upon more important occaflons,) a whole croud of 
difagreeable fufpicions were flrung together like the 
beads of a necklace ; and it coft poor Bendarf the 
eloquence and perfuafion of a Demofthemsy to bring 
her again to temper and compofure. But when he 

was 
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beginning to hope that he might MCO^plUk 
hk ^wfpofCf ho was interrupted hj the entrance ef 
AmeJicfp waititig maid. She^ who Was a great £»• 
vo»rite with her miftrefs, had by chance heeip 
ftanding at the houfe door, when the nots of Jiulis 
had ibeen (b unkickily aflaulted ( and fhe now rela« 
ted (wkh fuqh exaAnefSy' as made the poor yomh 
rimoii 'frantic, and with a-minutenefi^ iii comparl^ 
ion of which, « box on the edjt was a mt^re trifle,y 
flOl the fneers, gibes, and (arcafms, which Juliaf af» 
ter the accident, either uttered, or might have at* 
tered. 

The ragifi of .^2fsf?d incrcafed at erery word; bat 
when die heard at laft the maliciotts conje^ure of 
ber riir^l, that (he faerfelf had inftigated Bindar/to 
commit the infuk, to (how that (he was not with* 
tmt her admirers, it blazed up to a terrible degree; 
for (he felt, what to her fex » even dearer than 
iife itfelf, her:fitauile vanity here wounded in the' 
cnieUeA:. manner. It was (o no purpofe that the 
icMe^ous lover, who now for the firft time fair 
lis gentle .tffimfti in a pa(fioii, attempted to prove 
hf a ^variety of arguments, the maxim, which wasr 
wmer yet called in queftidn, that what is paft C8&«4 
sbt be recalled, h was in vain he aflured her^ 
tiiat what niight be Crid, by fiich a madcap as ^^ 
Sk^ was otuo coakqamtx. 6kt continued in the 
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Ame pvtflion9te bvmociri ^nd at iaft ordered 
to go-^iiireflly to Ifulia,' to excufe kimfelf in tte" 
bcft mai^crfhe was.«blc9 and^kh the nH>ft une* 
'*fuivi)ctl frankne^fs/riK) take the blame of.the whole^ 
iQ^tter upon himfelfl . , ., . ^ 

To confci^ the ^ruthi in a world ^kc the prc«- 
feDd,: which is fo polity, that Ve a& pardon, /even 
of thofe who happen <o tieaii upon our toes, pro^ 
tided only they ar-e peo[^ of fortune^ it was nei-_ 
ther aftrange nor unreaforiable requeft, to do. the; 
fame to ajperfon who had l>eea afironted, though 
indeed wholly without intention ; but the tone ia 
which it was ddiTcred by Amelhi VaS fuch as JJjP/i- 
igffhy.no means relifhed; wbobei^de^, faadiHeiirtfr' 
in his whole lifetime, been fond of receiving dibfiv. 
lute commands. The idea fpcung up in Ins mind^ 
that die ^ho. met with fo obfequious a bridegroom, ' 
might naturally expeftfrom her huft)and,.Ji conti*. 
nuanoe of the fame:laudable cuftom: ha periiftedi 
therefore in this UjBaitation, that he woutd [onlp 
nualpe his apology to Julian the firft>time he Ihould- 
happen, to meet her : Atmlia perfifted likewife on 
her fide ; jand they at kft 4>arted with mutual rc- 
pilg^amce ; Mid ^mdarf ^xXtitA^ for the firft; time,- 
bi& Amelia^ habitation in a melancholy mood. - At* 
bome, however,- in his Iblitary chamber, his boil- 
ing blood began to cool ; he found that be had 

been 
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'l^en too obftinate, (or as be chofe to call it^ 
c^fblute); tbe faroorite confolation of our fe^c, 
Ihat it is :no degradation to yidd to the ladies^ 
became every xnoment more powerful with him j 
and be at laft determined to obey Amelia^ provid- 
ed (he fhould aflc it once more, and in fomewhat 
of a more agreeable ftyle. So paft the fhort fum- 
9)er nigkt^; his better relolution continued in the 
morning; and he was jud going oat> when Ame^' 
Mas maid. came ^o him, with a billet from hei? miC- 
trefs^ in which^e mentioned, that the intelligence 
^f the dangerous illnel's of one ef her aunts, who 
'had a fmall. property on the borders (rf B, obliged 
her to make a fudden journey into the country ; 
that therefore, if he wiftied to fee her before her 
depasture, Jie muft do itfoon; bat that accefs to 
her would only be granted upon the condition of 
'his ArSi making a Vifit of apology to yu/ja. 

What ftrange capricious creatures we men are*? 
^endo^ was i already determined , to obey, but the 
c^pt^titidn.of -the command, and the condition, an- 
];^sed to it, provoked him anew fo much, that it 
was with the greateft reluSance, and whh a fecret- 
grudge at his once fo much beloved AmsUay that 
he went to wait upon her former rival. Julia 
ieem^..at fir ft a good deal? furptifedj'iat ^tKc light 
. ^Qf.arjQLan^ .to.whofe viiits, ;ihe had'Bow for long 

1^ \^^*^3Qk 
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been fo little accuftotned : more efpecially ts the 
prefent was ipade s^t r^^tlxer an nnufual feafon (a^ 
bout half an hour onl^ before-dinner) : but like a 
true miftrefs in the art of idiiHmidationy ihe rei 
covered herfelf immediately, xeceiyed him with the 
moft diftinguiflied politepefs, liftened with a gra* 
cious fmile upon her countenance, to his ftammer«r 
ing apology for yefterda/s unintentional offence j^ 
afiured him that it was already half forgotten and^ 
wholly forgiven^ and after flie had whifpered fome- 
thing to her maid, intreated him^TOry courteoufly 
to be feated. All the powers of wit and beauty, 
the mod alluring vivacity, and the mofl engaging^ 
franknefs, were now fummpncd to the aid of yulh r 
and Bendorff who had expefted a fcornful recepw 
tion, and now to liis aftonifhment, found one .fey 
very gracious j Bmdorf^ in whofe heart, at the pre- 
fent moment, love for Atneliayr^s heard to fpeak,- 
in a lower voice than the day before \ who now faw 
Julia after fo long jan abfence ; and whoTe temper j- 
latelytbordsrifig Oji iU humour,* was > doubly grati-^ 
fied by this unexpected : moment : B^ndorf^l fay^ 
found Julians conyerlation fo agreeable, and fell into 
fuch a contention of wit with her, that half aa 
hour flew as quickly away as a minute* Mean while^ 
Julia's father came into the room; for fhd had^ 
long agoJ'Qft ter mother, was the folc darliBg of 

the 
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ihc old man, and of dourfe unlimited miftrefs of 
the family. He had before aiked fome of his ac- 
quaintances to dine with him that day, and now 
entering his daughter's apartment at her call, and 
finding Bendorf ihert^ whom he had long knowni 
and always efteemed, invited him in the politeft 
manner to make one of his guefts. 

At that moment, for the firft time, fince his en* 
trance under thi^ dangerous roof, iSfWc//* thought 
again of his Amelia^ of her approaching departure^ 
»nid of the obligation he was unde^, to vifit and ap«i 
peaf^ her, before £ke fct out. He therefore very 
politely excufed himfelf from accepting the invita^ 
tion of old Uilmerj and very frankly acknowledged 
his reafons* But Juiia employed fo many intrea- 
tics^.'and made uft of fo much raillery on the fcrupa- 
Idus punfluality of the tender fwain, intimating at 
one time her fufpicions, that Ameiy% journey was 
a. mere pretence, and at another affuring him, that 
after dinner would be early enough for the perfor- 
mance of his duty : in ftiort, fhe brought fo many 
arguments to bear on him, that Bendorf^ after re- 
peated refufals, was guilty of a weaknefs, for wliich 
undoubtedly he merits cenfure : in one word, he 
yielded, and flaid. 

• Morfe giiefts foon made their appearance: the 
cbtnj^fsy' was ntlmerous and well-chofen-; the en-* 
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tcrtainment fpkndid ; the wines excellent, and Ben*^ 
dor/fczitd pwrpolcly next to Ju/ia. She had al*^ 
ready laid dowa a very artful plan, and by a miXr^ 
ture of true and faHe wit, contrived to dazzte the 
eyes of every one, with a iplendor unufual even to 
her; the young ladies were frequently copftrained 
to bite their lips, in envy of her triumphs j while 
the young men were loft in admiration and praife. 
But by her th«y wereahnoft all at prefent, over- 
}ooked with eqtial indifference : her difcourfe was 
chiefly dire£leid to Bjendorfi on every fubjeft flie 
9iked his opinion ^ and {Grange as it may feem, it 
always happened to coincide exadlly with hetown. It 
was but natural, that fuch an alliance fhould procure 
him a great deal of envy and oppofitLon \ tliofe^ 
however, that ventured on the laft, were foan vani^ 
^uifhed by the acutenefs, «r humbled and jnorti-^ 
fied by the ridicule of- Julia: with a refinement,; 
Which one could fcarcely have expc6led from any^. 
iEJpmale, but a native of France^ flie contrived ta 
place every op.e pf her own whimiiea in the moft 
fjavourable light J her vanity had never been fa 
much flattered, nor the.fmall portion of talents (he 
foflefled, 'io highly extolled before. 
' One may eaiily imagine, how all this contribu-*. 
ted to gratify the ainbitipn of Bendorft he became 
Sfi chearful and animated^ and his tompliments fa* 

warm 
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irirm and frequent, that ftgniScant whifpcrs begail 
to gain ground among the circle, and at laft, one 
of thefc young women, who probably thought that 
tlie perfettionA of Julioy had for this time, been 
fufiiciently applauded, a'iked the half- intoxicated 
youth, in a tone between jeft and earneft, whether 
he meant to i^peat to his Amelia Mildatty the con* 
verfation that had paft at the prefent entertaiiw 
inent ? 

Scarcely had thfs malicious queftibn part the lipj^ 
©f the envious female, when Julia faftened her 
eyes upon Bcndorfyrixh the deepeft attention. She 
faw him inftantly change colour, and refume zi 
fjuickly a rofy huej with evident embaraflcnent, he 
ftammered out,, «< And why not,. Madam ?" and 
contrived to difcourfe with the lady that fat next 
him, of the important ftibjeft, that her crimfon 
gown plcafed him exceedingly^ Not an afcicle of 
all this, efcapcd the vigilant attention of Julia i 
liof even the^ perplexity by wliich he was hindered 
from addrefling her for a long while after: it grati-* 
fied her more than the moft flattering compliment j 
the hope that all in that quarter was- not yet irre- 
coverably loft, made her refolve ta employ, with<* 
but lofs of time,, all her moft powerful weapons a- 
gainffc him, and her thrice repeated addrefs to him^ 
render^ hixs again fo chearful: and talkative, that 
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during the rcfl: of the converfation,, he played^ By- 
far the principal, part- 

. At laft, though very late in the afternoon, din^ 
ner was ended, and they rofe from table : Bendorf 
^gain recollefteu Amelia^ and he now tliought of 
her, witL that ferioufnels, which ought to have 
been his fentiment long befor^e. He was in vain 
preffed to be of the party,, in a fliort walk* after 
their coffee ; politely,, but firmly he declined the 
invitation: and y///ir»^ lierfelf bfgan to perceive, that: 
ihe had made iufficient progr:ei*s upon the prefent 
occafioB, and tliat it would be better to wait for ano«- 
ther opportunity,, wiiea chance or cunning, might, 
perhaps procure her> a more favourable ifltie to hen 
military ftratagems.. She therefose only urged himji. 
in the moft preffing. manner, not to be long of fee-* 
ing her again^^ ke promifcd he would not, andt 
went away* 

He was fcarccly got into th6 open air,-, when he- 
felt the wholo weight of the rafli aftion he had' 
committed i but immediately comforted himfelf 
with the hope,, that it could not be attended with 
any bad confequences*. During thisfolUoquy, which 
poft only in thought, he was arrived at ^he habita* 
tion of Amelia :. there was a carriage {landing at 
the door, and the maid was ilill bufy in packing, 
(c It is very luck^ that you ace come at. laft/' cried 
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|he out, as fooni as (he faw him \, ** my young lady 
has waited on you, I know not how loDgv the car* 
piage at leaft has been here an hour^ and we ffaall 
be obliged to travel late at night. Step up only, 
and I am much roii^ken, if you efcape this bout^ 
without a {ti2a^ reprimand," Bendorf flew up- 
fiairs, confounded at hearing this intelligence *, he 
pefolTed to commit a new fault, rather than ftrb- 
mit to do penance for the firft : he therefore de.- 
termined to conceal tlie true caufe of his ftay, un- 
der fomething of more importance ; and entered 
the apartsnent of AmcHd^ with no fmall confuiion 
In his look. She who had been long in her rid« 
ing dreft, and had perceived his coming from the 
window^ moved very flowly tO' meet him. Her 
face was conilrrained to wear the fmile of indifl^- 
rence, but a blufli half difcovered, gave it the lie. 
He embraced her with ardour: fhe fuffered his 
Jcifs, without returning it; it was^ perhaps like the 
f^lute of two- people, that have been married up-^ 
wards of ten^ years. 

Bendoxf, Lovelieii, deareft, hth Atnelm : I hope 
you are not angry that I have kept you- fo long: 
waiting upon me. 

, Amelia. ( IVuh . affeafd coldnefs;) Who told yeu^ 
that I was waiting upon you i 

Btadarf, Mjr ownheact^ 
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Jlmelh. So libt believe the Vam thing: wkR 
rile at Ica'ft it has^ loft its credits It ulcd to proniife 
ind fvecar the itioft ardent paifion ; but I now per-^ 
cicivc how foon it cooh^-you muft care very little^ 
Bendorf^ whether I am' ill exiftence or not, fince 
Jrou thought it a matter of firch indifference, whe- 
ther you was in time to bid me adieu 

Bendorf, O do not fay fo. Forgive me, faireft 
Amelia^ an unexpefted, an important obftacle : an- 
hivitation, which it was impofllble for me to re^ 
fofe— - 

Amelia. ( Se^rcafiicaliy, ) Impoflible ! And who 
then was this inviter, who wonld not admit of any 
^xcufe ? Was you not at Jnfia^s ? 

Bendorf. To be fure : early this morning— yoii 
ciwnmanded nic twice, and I punftually obeyed you. 
But afterwards-— 

• Aftitfia. ( Grdnviftg atkfitive, ) Afterwards!' And 
what afterwards ? 

Bendorf, As I was returning from^ her—— 

Amelia. Pardon me ; about what time was this ? 
' Beffdorf, (Withfdme heftfatioft. }' About mid-day. 
^; Asfttlia. So^ariy^?* Yon have not then ftaid' long 
there ? 

•' Betrdoff, Only (b Tong, as tb'e commlfHon yoir 
gave me, and common politenefe, made it neccflary; 

jiffuJia, (In a tone of aj^effcd^dicty. J- Wonderful 
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« 

man !'to ftay (b (hort a whUe with one of the moft 
charming girls in town \ 

Bendorf, What pleafurc ran he find, whofc eyes 
and heart arc devoted to Amelia^ in any place, 
where {he is not ? 

Amelia, How prettily that was faid ? It is only 
a pity, that I have feen it already a thonfand times 
in print ! But no longer to interrupt your narrative 
•i^as you was returning from hcr-^r-it waa there you 
left off— What then ? ^ 

- Aridorf. I was met tmluckiTy by Mr Wejiernt 
who ^pt tne, and as we have %}fiiK zS^m of con« 
fequenc^ betweeq us, invited me to dine with him^ 
tinder the pretence, that we could then converfe 
abotxt thcih with more freedom. I politely decKiv* 
ckl hSs invitation ; but he kififted upon it the more 
ftrohgly, as 1 had juft before been imprudent ei 
nough, to own to Wra, that I was going home. I 
know not, d^areft Ameha^ whether you know himf 
lie is an honcft fellow, has much to fay with the 
ihinifter,' is very willing to ftrvc his friend, even- 
ibmetimes at his own expence : but he has one cai 
pital failing, too great a tendency to be pnyveked; 
The refiifal of the fmallcft requeft he makes yotr,r 
vtfry often puts him in a paffion ; and although his 
wfcntmentis not durable, it is fomcttmes attended 
with dangerous leffefts.' '' ^ * 
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Amelia. (With a curtfeyjof mocherf) WiU yCu-bc 
fo good as leave for the prcfent, your fketching of 
fharafters to Bruyere, and proceed in your ftorjr— 
you fee, I am jaft upon the wing. 

Bendorf. This character makes a part of my ftory* 
r-^ Afraid to provoke fo irritable a perfpn, of whofc 
friend (hip I often ftand in need, I at laft accepted 
bis invitation, went with him, anJ in fpite of alt 
I could fay or do, was- detained there. tiU tiiis ma« 
xnent. 

. Amelin, (In t^e- fMfi feriom tone) Beftd&yf^ have 
pot I often heard you fav, that nothing bu^l y^^it 
fo much, as when one wiflied to perfuad^ you of a 
fiilfehood ? 
. Bendotf. ( Enibaraffed ) To be fufe ! but 
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J Uimilio* Esnow then, th^ I am entirely qfypt^r 
Opinion upon* that fubjefl: that I look v^ti -him 
"frho endeavours to dftctive me, however ingenious 
his invention may be, as afFronthig me in the mo^ 
unpardonable manner — you need not look at me 
fo ftrangely — It is yotfj Bend&rfy it is yourfelf that- 
J mean • you— of whom I have certain information,; 
that you dined to*day with Julia^ forgot me in the 
midft of your merriment, and even blulhed, whea 
my name was mentioned, as if you had be«n ^r' 
Jbamed of our acquaintance: Thtfe^ itideed were, 
infignificant trifles, in the maiuier I heard thienr 

firft 
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firft repeated ; but they are now no longer trifles, 
fince yon thohght it was neccflary to conceal them 
froo^ me. Begone, Sir, and never again come in- 
to my fight. (Ahut to go,) 

Bendorf. (Siopp'mg her.) Amelia^ dcareft Amelia^ 
only hear mc. I am guilty, I own it 5 but forgive 
me an error, which I committed, by feeking to a^ 
tone for one that was more trifling, 

Amelia. Oh ! to be furc, very trifling ! the man 
who wifhes to be called my bridegroom, goes 
and -flatters with a thoufand fine fpeeches, the 
•vanity of a coqucttifh girl, between whom and me, 
hje well imows, that there has long fubfifted a mu- 
tual antipathy \ he pretends to feel the greateft re- 
Itifkmcff, ^t the thoughts of payihg her a vifit of 
complhnent, and yet Hays a whole day with her^ 
jlkia&eS not onlj' a jcft of my departure, but wiflies 
4fo.keep all this a fecrct from me. — What lengths 
will not ifhc hufband go, when the lover behaves 
in this m^nnet* ? what reafon could you have had, 
lor feeking artfiii inventions to deceive me, if your 
iieart had 'not told you, how very faulty your con- 
duft had been? Farewell, comfort yourfetf with 
yu/ia in my abfence ; for I will employ every poP- 
fiblc means to co^e btrck with a l*cart wholly in** 
^diflfcreat. 

At 
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At tliefe words (he abruptly left him, and hur« 
ried into an adjoining apartment. It was to no 
purpofe that Bmdorf fought to follow her; hft 
found the door bolted on the infide — it waB to tuft: 
purpofe that he (leod before it, and begged only 
for too minutes audience^ neither voice nor anfwer 
was returned. He fwore that he would never quk 
the fpot : a fcornful laugh was the fole reply ; si 
^augh which expreft all the bitternefs of con- 
tempt. While he ftill perfifted to beg and fiip- 
{)licate., he heard a buftle at the outward door« 
haftened to the window, and faw Amelia^ w;ho 
liad gone down flairs by a private pafTage, ftep 
into the carnage and drive. off| with a quick- 
nefs that (howed ihe was afraid of beipg fol- 
towed« 

It would be a vain attempt to juftify Ameluifi 
conduct : but if the reader will figure to himfelf, a 
girl who loves for the firft time 4 whofe propenfitj 
to jealoufy is very flrong; who fees herfelf negledt- 
cd by her bridegroom, in the very inftancc in 
which fhe valued his attention mofl; and over and 
above all this, who feels herfelf .infulted and abur 
fed with a falfehood; if the reader, I fay, will con- 
^der thefe things, he will perhaps be more readj; 
to excufe her. 

Bendorf^ 
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Beniorfi on the other hand, who looked upon ■ 
himfelf as at leaft one half lefs criminal than bis- 
angry mi&refs had thought proper to make him» 
when he faw her gone, flood at firft for lome fe- 
condsj £xed as a flatue : then threw himfelf upon • 
a fopha that was near him ; and without perhaps 
making the leafl imprei&on upon the yielding nia« * 
terials of which it was compofed, fprung fuddenly 
i)p again, and exclaimed : << Now, by God ! this ' 
is too much 1 I'll be curfl, if I flay here like a beat- 
en fpaniel, crouching, and whimpering, and beg- 
ging pardon." While he fpoke thus, he was al- 
ready half way down flairs, the carriage was out of 
iight, and he proceeded, with a fort of mechanical 
intention, to calm his fpirits by means of a walk, 
till he came to the bridge, while he perplexed him- 
felf to no purpofe, to find out who could have 
betrayed him. 

It- was natural that a man, who at all times faw 
i)ut indifferently, fliould, on the prefent occafion, 
lee fcarcely any at all ; fhould run foul of every 
body he met, and feck to avoid them, without fee- 
ing any thing but their flioe-buckles ; and fliould 
be as far from fainting others, as from thanking' 
thofe by whom he was fainted. In this manner he 
was hurrying along, and fell in about the middle of 
tlie bridge, with a whole company of well-dreft" 
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women. He was already fome paces beyond thefn» 
when he heard a loud laughter behind him, and 
cUftinguilhed the following Words : ^ No, no, the 
dreamer muft not -pafs fo !" •« By no means','* add- 
ed a half-learned coiLcomb, ^though he (hould e» 
Ten intreat us, like ArchimedeP^to leave his darling 
circle undifturbcd/' Bend&tf^ now looking about^ 
was furprifed to fee Julia and ^hcr whole company^ 
who were engaged in that very walk, 4ti which be 
bad been formerly invited to join ; — he turned 
round,, and apologifed for his inattention. 

«* Not the leaft occafion for that,'' interrupted 
Julia^ with a fmile. «* Are you not a bridegroom^ 
alover, and a fcholar ? One of thefe charaAers a- 
lone would give you a Sufficient claim ^o inatten- 
tion. But have you taken leavcof Amelia already ?" 

Beni^rf^ with fome difficulty, ftammered out, 
w Yes ;*' while Julia looked at him with a pene- 
trating glance, and fmilod at the vifible confiifioa 
he was in : he was again aiked to be -of die part^ 
and readily accepted the invitatbn. iiis refen^ 
ment at the late conduct of Amelia^ arrayed Julia 
in double charms : fhe, though akeady provided 
with an attendant, feeured him on lier other hand^ 
and her whole di(courfewas again directed to him« 
While they were thus converiing and walking a^ 
Jbngi a carriage dn>ve<iip behind themj they ioobi* 
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«d Q]^ and Julia exclaimed : << Ahai there is four 
Mifs Mildau f quick, off with your hat, Mr OAm 
Am*^ A new Ih^ck for poor Sendnfi who looke4 
as filly as a truant boy, caught by his mafter in the 
very hiBt : and took off his hat, by a fort of invo* 
luntary impulfe, without icarcely believing his eyef. 
It was, however, but too iurely Amelia. She had 
token up a female friend, and lowered a few mi- 
aut^ with hec. Her road then lay acrofs the 
bridge : fhe- knew him at a confiderable diftance^ 
and putting on one of the moft fcornful glances^ 
which her mild countenance was able to affumef 
leaned out of the carriage, and called to him as k 
Arove paft : << I am glad to- fee you in fuch good 
company — I volL keep the promife I made you at 
parting^** 

<< Does every thing then confpire for my deftruc* 
tion V^ exclaimed Bendorfy forgetting where he was. 
— « For your dcftniftion ^ afked Julia haftily. 
M How can that be, my dear friend ? Have you 
had any quarrel with AmeRa A Not^ I hope, on my 
account ?" 

" God forbid r 

«« I fhould be extremely forry if that were the 
cafe — I know Amelia's temper ; (he is as jealous as 
a Spaniard : it arif^s, indeed, frook puse love i but 

Q z ftill 
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l\<So the nutshell. 

•flill flie is rather too jealous. Perhaps your ftaf- 
ibg fo lbi|g whh me**- 

i :« Not »t all, faireft ^/m/ had I had any quarrel 
wkh Amelia^ I muft have been a little out of hu* 
•xnour; yet I neter recoUeft being in better fpirits— 
you Ihall be judge yourfelf." 
j» ** Well,. I take you at your TJord.** 
. 1 And Ihc did fo effeftually — her fprightlinefs and 
rwit, foon difpelled the clouds that furrounded himr 
fae fell into that extravagant vivacity, vvrhich is com- 
.monly adopted to conceal vexation ; from the na«- 
(tural tendency to difBmulation, to advance a ftep 
;or two beyond what is necefiary. Sally after fally> 
Ifprightly repartees, and peals of laughter, follow- 
ed clofe upon one another ;, till at lad, he was ac- 
tually what he only wi(hed to appear ; in the 
-beft ihumour pojQlble ; as there are men, who after 
.having played the drunkard for fome time, at laft 
a6bually feel themfelves intoxicated. 

It^wos no wonder, that Beridorfy by this means 
-fikonhl renew his claim to the favour of the ladies^ 
and infpire Jul^a with the firmed refolution to em- 
ploy every faculty for the recovery of the fugitive. 
jSheiiiccecdcd better' than ihe could herfelf have 
iiojiedft Wherever he went on his return home> 
the image of Jtdia met his eyes in the faireft light, 
ami that of Amelia thrown into fliadow. The more 

he 



THE NUT-SHELt. iSt 

he reflcAed on the tranfadions of the pait day, the 
more (hamefully he found he had been ufed by the 
latter, and the more nobly and generouily by the 
former. Every witty fally of JuiiafVrzs prefent iif 
full force to recolle<^ion : every one of her charmf 
was new to him ; << Oh, &e is a noble girl,** wa« 
the conclufion of every foliloquy^bc held upon that: 
fiibje£t. 

She had' invited fiiin" at^ parting to attend het^ 
next day to the theatre ^ " You are at prefent,** 
added fhc latfghing, «ieft in- a fort of widowtr'i 
condition*, ^id when the fun hides herfelf behind' 
» cloud,. ^e moouj you know, may fometimes ven^* 
ture to peep 'out. -' 

<< Oh,.I aiTure^yoUj faiFy/>/l^rj that moon is te^ 
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«< Tell me that to^morrow^ dear Bendorf. — Er- 
»Sly at five o'clock I ea^peft you :** and flic wat 
gone immediately; Nothing gave ^/^imr;^ greater 
uneafinefs, than thefe laft words.< He was but 
too fenfibte of the new paflion that was fpringing 
up' in his bofom, andwasfo honeft as to acknow« 
kdge, that in fpite of his little difference with A^ 
melia^ it was his duty to check it in the bud: ne* 
V-erthelefsj his inward 'diffatisfaftion, his refpeftfor 
the rules of politenefs, and his own inclination got 
the better. He was^with Julia again, about ^ five 

H 
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minutes from five, beard fcarcely one, fcene of the 
whole play, but attended his fair companion_honie>^ 
in a ftaie little fliort of intoxication. At partmg^ 
kc ,was again ^&ed, but as if wholly by chance,, 
whether he would be of the party jto-morrow for 
an airi^ng— -" I have kept you a place in our car- 
riage,** add^d fce^^ talcing him carelefsly by the- 
hand, ** can you ride backwards, for you are now* 
^ndti- my management,, and I muft take care that 
you. catch no harm.'* He anfwered her queftiott 
in .the. ^fiirma$iv^, made her half a promife to 
come ij siod after walking up and down his^ cham- 
ber> for itwQ hours, in hefitation, faid at laft to 
himfelf, " only for this once,." and fo contmued 
%Q play. the.faj3)e part, with only a few flight varia- 
tions, for the fpace of fix or feven days* 

Yet Bmdorf was^ by no means fo exceedingly? 
changeable, that he did not often refledt with an- 
xiety, on AmeUay and the mtans of a|)peafij3g her 
refentment. One word of fevour from her, would 
have brought the wanderer back to the right way j 
but, alas, (he ilill refufed to utter it •, and fince the 
laft adventure upon the bridge, being ftill more 
confirmed in her fufpicions, refolved to perfift iu 
keeping at a diftance* To a refpeftful letter, in- 
treatmg her forgivenefs, compofed with all pofli- 
blc art, and fcnt to her by a fpecial meflenger, (he 

^ondefcended 
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condefccnded not to give any written reply : a reiv 
bal meflage in the moft fcornful ftyl?, thanking 
him for his fine poem^ was all that (he fcnt him in 
return j which naturally tended to exafperate him 
the more. Julians wit, on the other hand, was 
always equal \ her attra£lions bedame daily more 
dangerous; an ardent declaration of his: paQIon 
ftood often hovering on his lips, and was 'as oftea 
fwalk)wed again. He was juft on the point of ail 
fuming courage to fpeak, when he heard that Ame* 
Ha was returned to town. His good, angel now in* 
terpofed, awakening from . {lumber with new 
ftrength : he flew' to her habitation, but was not 
admitted : thrice he repeated his. application, and 
thrice was he repulfed from the door. 

It would here be impoffible to continue my nar- 
rative minutely, without growing prolix, or rather 
tedious. It is enough^ that the plague of human 
life, the unlucky race of tale-bearens interfered in 
this matter, as in many others, and added to Arm^ 
iu^s refentment by a thoufand ftories, how often, 
and under what precife circumftances, Bendorf,zn{\ 
Julia had been feen together. She now refolved 
to prove him in an exemplary manner. Of this 
fort of trial he foon became weary,* and began to* 
abfent himfelf wholly from a door, which he now 
found always £hut againft him. It is fufficient to* 
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«dd, that thb behaviour was looked^ upon hj Ame^i 
Ha as high-treafoii'; and- that yi///a, in confcqucncc^ 
foon beheld hcrfelf t»he dechrcA miftrcfs of his 
hearty He avowed his love j (he confcft that it 
was mutual:* her father gave his entire* approba^ 
tion^ and in a^few weeks^ their hands were united^ 
» The news of this marriage thsew- next morning 
the whole town inip aftonlQiment* Amelia, who 
itad previous^nteMigence that it was about to take 
place^ was^one of the firft to congratulate Bendorfi 
and fent him a large packed of papers, accompanied. 
by the following note :. 

S I R>, 

There- was* fbrmerfjr a period^ when* front 
a certain connexion, we frequently exchanged let-^ 
ters with one another* ^ Tltat period b, now paftf 
Ifhall do'every^thing inmypower to^forget it^ and 
Aat I may-no longer ret;iii> any thing to put me vk 
mind of it| I here fend you back your letters^ and 
exped alfe» from your generofity, the reftoratioa 

efmine.- 

Amdia MiUau. 

Poftfcript; <«^Inclofed is a letter formerly recei-* 
ycA from your prefent wife. I confider it now^ at 
saucbvtbe fame with^Mie of your own.** 

Bindar^f 
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Benfor/tumtd over haftily the whole letters,' to 
find that of Jultay and was afloniihedi upon meet* 
ing with h, to read as follows : 

" Deareft jlf/7^fl«/, 

" I was very much furprifed, at your fend* 
ing to apologize for a matter of fo little moment : 
and ftill more furprifed at the perfon you employ- 
ed to bring me your apology. Y our Bendorf^ who 
^ines with us, and from whom I have with great 
.difficulty, fiolen away for two minutes to writje 
this, does honour to your; choice, by his chearfut* 
oefs and wit : the whole company is full of bis 

m 

praifes. We j)aid him the ufual compliment of 
drinking yobr health, and only think, the bafhful 
fwain bluihed, and would fain have denied his 
paffion. Forgive my father and me, for depriving 
you of his company for a few hpurs t«-day ; you 
know, you will foon have him entirely to yourfelf. 
If, as he tells us, you are to leave town to-day, 
may your journey be profperous, and be afiured^ 
that you are faluted in idea, with true fiilerly af- 
fedtiop, by yo^r 

Julia H'llmer^ 

Poftfcript. " Perhaps I may give J?^/7/fcf/*hirafelf 
this kifs to deliver to you : may I venture fo far^ 
or arc you jealous, my dear girl V\ ■ I 
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Thrice did Bendorf fcftd over this fatat billet.. 
Eirery thiog^ in the behaviour of Amelia, which had 
hitherto appeared to.hiia unaccountablex ftood clear 
as funlkifie to his eyes; he now comprehended the 
reafon of her jcaloufy and paffibn at their laft in- 
terriew; he now knew whotn he had- to thank, for 
being fo clearly eonvlfted of falfehood; and he was 
even penetrating enough, to guefs what Juliifs mo^ 
tive had been for writing this letter. 

Poor Bendbrf! he was only doubtful of one 
thing ; whether he fhould be angry or pleafed-— 
Repentance for hi? own condufb ; refentment for 
JuliJs cunning and concealment, fpoke ftrongly 
0n one fide ^ but another roice, a voice which aft 
fured him, that AmeltJ% jealoufy would, in all pn>* 
bability, have rendered him unhappy; that the an-^ 
dent attachmeiMt of Julia, was fhown very clearlf' 
in this ftep^i thQt he was indebted to it alone, for 
his prefent felicity > this voice made itfelf be heard 
in its turn, and gave loud oppofkioa to thefe r&»- 
proaches. 

While he was thus confidcrihg, and* hanging \n: 
fufpenfe, his young wife came into-the room. Her 
beauty, whieh the raptures of the former night 
had tiiiged with foinewhat of a» palem hue ;r. but 
which they had rather increafed than- diminifhed^ 
ker languiflung oye^, her mellung kiflesj her arm 
^ which. 
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^^Kich flic threw fo tenderly around him, and her 
tofbm {o clofely meeting his, baniihed immediately 
ctery other idea. He fliowed her indeed the let- 
ter ; but her frank acknowledgement, that it was 
dictated by her wiih to obtain him ; 'her hatf fpor- 
tive, and half folemn aflurance, that he fhould 
never have reafon to regret the exchange, put an 
end to all his remonnrances. Hethanked her,*by 
kiiSng herliand tnd embracing *her; was afraid ^hc 
Was unworthy of fo miuchtcnderneft, and challenged 
even the gods themfelves to {how kim a happier, 
a more fortunate man. 

'Delpded wretch! he did not confider, that eve- 
ry woman, hits tft leaft two fides: that the mtf- 
trefs, the bride, and the young married lady, 'fcts 
.always very prudently the faireft of the two, in the 
deareft light; but that ttLrotherToon enough tafkes 
its turh. As a bridegroom, he had day after day, 
revelled in differeat companies with "JuHa; and 
ebdeavoured.to makeiitmfelf as agreeable as pof- 
fible, to the numerous acquaintances to whom {he 
introduced hiffl: ; but as a bufband, he foon began 
.to find them ttrcfome. Nor was this merely as 
they robbed him of the time, which ought to have 
been devoted to necdTary bufinefs ; but the fecre* 
Wry, who had fo often been invited out, muftmow ' 
vrhen, as the phrafe is, he'Jxad got a houfe of his 
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own, invite others as often in return i and he 
found that he faved little or nothing, when he 
dined abroad, ah hough he fpent a great deal whea 
he had company at home. Jt^^ia dreft with muck 
*afte ; and her bridegroom had often paid her com- 
pliments upon it 'j but her hufband now found rea- 
fon to figh over the milliners* and mantuamakers' 
bHls; and even bit his lips with vexation, when he 
perceived her violent paffion for play, which fre- 
quently coft her in one evening ten or twelve louis- 
<l'ors, with as little remorfe, as if it had been fo 
many pence. 

.His houfe was now become a rendezvous for 
idlers of quality, for gamcfters, and pick pockets; 
and he, who never had felt in himfelf any (h-ong 
attachment for the budnefs of his office, now daily 
negledted it more and mere j and his income di- 
fniniihed in the fame proportion as Iiis expences 
increafed. He was indeed not a little alloni(hed| 
with the fum total, at tlic end of the firll year ; he 
even made a firm refolution, to think of retrench- 
ing his houfehold expences ; but to think of it was 
all the length he could go : one fingle requeft of 
Ivs Ju/iiif a fingle hint of the fortune fhe had 
brought him, and above all, his own inclination^ 
carried him again down the ftream : he lived for 
live years in fuch ii ftile, that on the fixtb, he 

found 
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fetind there was now left nothing but the fcanty 
income of his office. 

. If indigeace caufcd him to* murmur in fecret, it 
brought yu/ia nearly to defpair. No more card- 
money^ when jDbe wiflied to play^ no more ducats^ 
when a new filk arrived;, no more credit^ when 
jthe chofe to giye invitations. AH this was too me- 
lancholy tq be fupported by Madam Bendorf^ with- 
*out contriving a remedy* In a metropolis, fo amply 
provided with rich and luxurious libertines, it was 
knpoffible.that a young, v^in, aiid beautiful woman, 
{hould long want money, who was determined to 
gain it. Count Starrberg often vifited Julia* He 
had the felicity to be very much in the good gra- 
ces of the ladies, particularly, thofe of the higheft 
quality; for his converfatlon was trifling; '^^ his com- 
plimcnts filly, but fweet;^ his cloaths in the neweft 
fafhion, and his purfe al^ajs well filled. He had 
long paid his principal attentions to.Bendorf^syoung^ 
wife; but hitherto to no j)urpofe ; now, hpwever^ 
ihe feemed to invite his advances, and Starrberg 
was not the. man who requLifed fuch a hint to. be 
repeated. He was al^ut to make ufe of fumpt'u-i 
ous prefents, as the moft likely means to facilitate 
his viftory ; and who knows hut the fortrefs itfelfj 
might have been thinking of a capitulatiouj when 

V an 
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an unforefeen event annihilated at once all hif 
hopes. 

Bend^fi howetcf much he tims perftiaded, that 
his wife alone was the cauie of his miferj, coBti* 
liued to love heir with ah affeftioh and fidelity j 

• 

whichi if we believe fome ill-nature J obfenrers, is 
foot very common in our feX. The Count's inten^- 
tions did not efcape his penetrating eye; and hH 
fears on that fubjeA' increafed ihto fufpi'cion,* wheii 
he faw, that his prefenti^ vrefe deceived. Witlf 
tJie moft affedttonate tendernefs, he remonftratei 
with his Juiia^ and fhe was ftill reafonable enougKH ^ 
to give ear to him. 

When he had ended, thfc aftfiil woman^ wh<f^{\ 
was able to do every thing, but Kve oeconomically/ . [ 
threw her arms around his neck with equal ten^ 
dernefs, and fwore that her fidelity to him had nc-* •^ 
^ver wavered, nor ever would. '<* You are fliill as 
dear to me., as in that moment) when the fweet 
hope of ftealing you from Aniella^ firft awakened 
.anew in my brcaft — ryou are my all; my pride and 
xscf happinefs ; nor will you ever ceafe to be {q^ 
But why fhould we make any ceremony of pilla* 
ging this wealthy fool ? Is there not upon his fide^ 
.^ Superfluity which he doe^.not deferve, and upon 
ours, an indigence equally unmerited ? Trijft mc ' 
to my virtue and my prudence. The former will 

keep - 
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. keep me true to you ; and the latter will favc yoa 
for a twelvemonth to come, the heavy article of 
xny drefs, and many other expences." 

*< No, no, dear J^«//tf.— If one of us, from our 
prefent unhappy fituation, muft have recourfe to 
artifice and fraud i let the hard talk fall upon me. 
Here are four hundred dollars, to fpend as you 
pleafe. Employ the half of them in your plea* 
fiires^ and the other half in neceflaries/' Juiim 
ftarted: four hundred glittering dollars was more 
(hsui (he had leenfor a- long- time in her hu{band's 

l^j^SkBion: and far more, than (he at prefent fuf- 
- . (cAed him to have. 

I ' * ". << Ay, my dear golden hulband, where have you 

*• Jot fo much money ?'* 

. > . «f That's my affair, J/z/w.— Take it, and ufe it : 

; ' but on this condition^ that from this moment, you 
break off all connexion with the Count.'' 

«« With all my heart, my dear love." fJh a loud» 
ier voice) ^* John'<y bring me pen, ink, and paper." 
The good huiband, without waiting the tardy John^ 
ian himfelf and brought them. The Count's laft 
prefent was returned to him in a fcoroful billet, 
with an affarance, that his intentions were difco^ 
vered and defpifed. This unexpe£bed letter a(to- 
|ii(hed the Count not a little. As he was full of 
confidence in his approaching victory, he had al« 
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ready fiiTourcd about a dozen of his acquaintances^ 
with a particular defcription of the fair Bendorfy in 
which not one of her charms was forgotten : but 
the whole woman was pourtrayed as^ minutely, as if 
fhe had been fitting to him for a model. He foon 
however got the better of his furprizc ; and with 
an exclamation againft the mi&rable tafte of the 
plebeian canaille, he flew to a female friend in the 
ii«ighbourhood, whofe clumfyfigure was but a poor 
indemnification for the Venm he had loft: but whofe 
favQurs of all forts, from the lowefl to the higbefti 
could be had at a much more reafoiiaMe price. 

Bendorf and his wife, in the mean time, lived 
for fome weeks in a new round of pleafiire and ex- 
travagance. She now again had the fatisfaAioH of 
empFoying^a mimber of tradefmcn and &opkeepcrS| 
and of feeing thrice in the following' week,^ fifteen^' 
gucAs at her table.^ The thoughtlefe woman did 
not confider how dear perhaps the money he had 
given her might have coil her huiband ; and ycb 
iufpicion would have been here but natural, and, 
alas, but too well founded. Bendorf had, in 
confequence of bis oSce a confidcrable fum of mo- 
ney under his keeping ; and had managed it hitheiv 
to with the ftri^teft punduality : even the moft ur- 
gent ntcefiity of his own would not have induced 
kirn to touch any part o£ it : but jealoufy was more 

powerful 
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powerful than indigence. With a vain, and aU 
moft chiidi(h refolution of foon replacing it, he 
now took it up : the four hundred dollars he had 
given Julia were taken from' hence: and the term 
of its payment appeared, without a fingle penny 
being replaced. As his* whole happinefs and-repu- 
tation depended upon the concealment of this ftep, 
he now faw himfelf'OompeUed to another not lefs 
important. He kad'hitherto avoided nothing more 
rarefully than having any conne£lion with ufurers % 
but he was now obliged to have recourfe to them : 
and ^s his credit was already very much funki he 
fell into the hands of men who had nothing chrif^ 
tian about' thtrm but their habit ;.. and who demand*- 
•d of'courfe the higher intereft, as they ran fuch »- 
vifk^of Ic^ng the principal. 

A thoufand times did Bendarf determine to re^ 
ferm his whole way of living ; . but the curfed dreach 
of lofing his wife's afitAionSi interpoied always,. 
and (hut his mouth. Frequently, when he was 
on the point of intreating her, to wear hsad-dreiTeS' 
lefl coftly> or no^ to play whift every day for fgl 
high a (lake: Ibe wot^d come to him with the 
moft aflfeAtonate look, . and teU him, that fach a 
lady, her neighbour, had got a fine new gown for' 
1^ birth-day prcfcnt : that the play to be that night 
{^erfbrmed^ was a charming piece i or that ihe had' 
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now been' twice dining in fuch a family w;tHotttt 
afking them in return. The poor man'ftcocj be- 
fore her, with a look of as great perplexity, as if 
he had juft eaten muftard, and wanted to conceal 
its effefts upon his- nerves. He was ftill filent^ but 
a fingle: kife, or a fingle fond queftion : " what' 
think: you, my de^ ?" brought himi to give her his* 
kft penny : which was frecyiently more than hU 
laft. The night was then part in fleeplefs anxiety^ 
^nd next mornings produced a new bond to the. 

ufiiEcrs^ 

Such a way of Kving conld not laft long* That 
poverty, which was fo much dreaded, and fronv 
•'■ ^ "which a Ihoi^ refpite had been procured,. by means» 
nuch worft than itfelf, broke how forth witb 
double fury, like a flood which had been vainly at- 
tempted- to be damixned, ' -fii//^i^ indeed .wanted' 
ftot fufficient inclination tobosrowrmore) anothen 
thing only was wanting, .which, b ieqiially eflential 
to tlie bufmefe of borrpwiog ;. be could n«t longer, 
meet with a lender. la v^ain did! yi^Ua now aib 
^him for moneys, he.was^nqw obligcdi to do, whaD 
he fliO.ukl have done long ago*; he^»wras»! obliged to 
refufe hf c. Hen acqiraintances nojw treated her 
with coldncfa, and her card -tables were empty.: 
And even tliis* appearance of retrenchment, made 
i^ fufpicious creditor^ ftill. more fufpicious : their 
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boads^camc in u{>on hitn dail^i antt he Iia<l'the( 
profpecn: before bim of an imnHediate arreA*; whlcH 
according to the law of the country, he kneW roaft 
be followed with the lofs of his office. . 

He was now funk into that iafeafil^it)!, . whicir. 
extreme- diftrefs at laft brings. to bur relief, and: 
fitting one day alone in his^ chamber ; h&: wife iiad» 
retired to her clofet, tinder the pretence: of a fe- 
▼ere headache •,. and begged that fhe might be left 
there for Tome hours to fleep undillurbed. The. 
door was haftily opened by /^<?//^r, the laft friend 
tJiat BenJdff hzd lefl^ " Friend," cried he, «< you» 
muft fly immediately— rif you delay but twQ hours^ 
you will be in cuftody — I faw the warrant for that 
purpofe, in the hands of Erlachy the moft unmer- 
eiful of lawyers* He fufpefted,. I know not for 
what reafon, that there had been armifunde^ftand-; 
ing between us, and thought, he was doing me a 
pleafure, when he (howed me the fatal, paper.— 
Fly, I bcfeech-you- — here, in this purfe, is aU.thc 
money I can- at prefent fpare y, take it, and do the 
beft you can tvith it." • .. 

Bendorf^ood long, as if he had ho^n: petrified ► 
In vain* did Weller continue with the moft affec- 
tionate warmth, to urge him to the neceffity of 
flight; all tl\e anfwer he could draw from him^ 
vas^ that he muA £rft coniiilt: with his wife. Hcr 
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haftened to her clofet; to her bed*— there was* n«' 
^W&i there^^-he called to her over the whokhoufe; 
but there followed neither Toice nor anfwer*. 
<'' What can this mean ?" cried he out in a rage^. 
and 'mn :to'yidia*£ confidential maid, with fuch an . 
air of fiu^y and impatience,, that tho poor terrified* 
creature fen trembling at his' feet. «< Dearefti be(V 
of maftersi only fpare me ; and I will readily con* 
fe& all that I knoir. My lady is not fick, fhe ia 
only gone out."* ^ And whither?' «*''Only to » 
fikMlfe, where (he had appointed to meet a gentle^ 
mani as ihe has done fometimes allready." <' And^ 
who is the gentleman^ wretch f** «« Count Starr^ 
berg** 

Bendoffy as if a dagger had pierced bis hearty 
funk fpeechlefs upon the nearefl feat, and wildly 
ftruck h» forehead with his doubled fift ; a few 
minutes after wardsj when he had recovered his 
fpeech, he raited himfelf up and cried aloud— 
« This tt)o*— this too. Completely ruined on her' 
account) and yet thus difhonoured'and deceived. 
Shall I wait for her and punifh her? fliall the faith*' 
kfs woman firom my hand' — No, no-*«Let poverty, . 
fliame,,and»her own confcience be her punifhers. 
Fwill not anticipate the revenge of him, who has- 
punUhed fo fevcrely my imprudence." Then after a • 
^ufc of a few minvites^ he went on thus*— << Here^*> 
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#n this very fpot, where I wept'fbi' the death of 
iiy two children. I now thank thee, eternal pro** 
▼idence, that thou didft fo gracioully take them 
to thyfelf. I can now violate no paternal duty j 
itad the duties of a hufband I here renounce ; the 
faithlefs woman is no longer worthy to be called 
my wife. How willingly woiild I have fulfilled the 
obligations of a debtor and a citizen, if my pover- 
ty would have permitted." With thefe words he 
feizeS Weller^s hand, (who had beheld all this fcene, 
and being, afraid of fomethiag worfe, was rejoiced 
at this prudent refoluti^)^fecured a few valuables 
which were ft ill kft him, and hurried to his 
friend's houfe : in lefs than a quarter of an hour, 
he was on horfeback, and fbrfook for ever his na» 
live country;.' 

In his flight, he ftopt only for a mmute, at one 
houfe— at the habitation of Amelia. It was long 
iince (he had become the wife of a worthy man, a 
happy mother, and the efl^emed friend of many 
refpe£table perfons* She had long ago forgotten 
the uneaiineft which Bendorf had given her ; but 
ihe fincerely lamented his hard fate \ and fome- 
times would, in fecret, reproach herfelf gently for 
her jealoufy. Here Bendorf ftopt, looked up at 
the window, and exclaimed ; " There, wretch, 
didft thou once ftand \ happy in the prefent j and 
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flill happier in the profpeft of the future. Ac- 
curd be the momenti in which an unlucky inftancc 
of thy rathnefsi occafioned die deftru^lion of the 
whole happincfs of thy life.** 

He continued his fiighti weeping, and pad the re* 
mainder of his fhort life in obfcuritj and iudi** 
|;ence in a foreign land* 
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In What Language Jbould an Author Write t 



LiORD CLARKE, during his fliort refidcncela 
a certain town of Germany, paid a vifit to one of 
'Our principal literati. They converfed together for 
ibme time about Plato and Cicero, about Livy and 
Thucydides ; and the noble ftranger difplayed fo 
much erudition, <as filled the other with no fmall 
aftonifhment ; who, at lad, feizing his hand and 
preffing it, exclaimed : How 1 rejoice, .my Lord^ 
^.to find in a perfon of your condition, and more 
efpecially in an Englifhman, fuch an uncommon 
^veneration for writers of antiquity, united with fo 
sgreat a degree of penetration. 

.X. Clarke. Your joy, my dear Doftor, furprizes 

itne not a little. What you value fo highly, is only 

our fchool exercifes ; and what every Englifhrnan 

vof common diligence carries home with him from 

our uni?er(ities. 

. DoElor. Indeed, my Lord ! You will however par- 
don me for thinking, that your Lordfhip's coun- 
»trymen are ftill very far from having a true tafte, 

CL for 
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for the works of the ancients ; and that it will not 
be otherwife, fo long as your authors continue to 
write only in Englifh. 

L. Clarke. That I ^o not entirely comprehend. 
How then would you have Qtir authors to write ?— 
Are your's accuftomed to write always in Greek or 
Latin ? 

DoBor. There, you have hit upon the caufe of my 
uneafinefs. Formerly, my Lord, they always did fo^ 
but for thefe thirty years paft, that eiLj:ellent cuftom 
has been difcontinued by degrees ; and our tafte^ 
of confequence, is very much on the decline. 

L. Clarke. ( Half Jmiling ) But are there not ftiH 
many, who write in one of thefe ancient languages^ 
' JDoEhr. O yes : heaven be praifed, we have yet 
many a fine Latintft among us. 

X. Clarke* But tell me, then, I befeech youj d« 
thefe fine Latiniils make their own fhoes ? 

DoHor. What a queftion^ 

JL. Clarke. Or do they tan tbe leather for their 
own boots ? 

DoBor. For Heaven's fake, my Lord! how came 
fuch an idea into your head ? 

i. Clarke. And yet they write Latin. 

JDoBar. (A little difpleaftdj Nay then : but couM 
I only perceive the connexion between writiag La» 
tinj and being their owa Hioemakers. 

X. Clarht* 
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L. Clarke. My dear Sir,' nothing more evident. 
With us the man of riches and quality, applies 
himfelf to lludy, and endeavours to penetrate as 
far as poffible, into the fecrets of nature, and the 
truths of philofophy ; into the principles of our 
duty, and the end of our being ; he enriches his 
memory with the wifdom of antiquity ; and notes 
down every thing remarkable in his own age. In 
a word, he is occupied in preparing his mind, by 
the laborious acquifition of a multiplicity of fcien- 
ces, either for a life of refleftipn or aftivity. He 
afterwards communicates the fcfnlt of his inquiries 
in a language intelligible to the bulk of the people ; 
well knowing that the labour of the hands, engages fo 
dofely the tinie of his fellow citizens, as muft entirely 
preclude them from the labours of the head. It is 
in cxpeftation of this, and of other good offices, 
and not merely for the fake of his money, that the 
plebeians labour to render him comfortable ; and 
by fupplying him with the neceffaries and conve- 
niencjes of life, procure him that leifurc which he 
could not otherwife enjoy. But were he to write 
in a language which they do not underftand, what 
of confequence could afford them neither inftruc- 
tion nor amufement, he would delcrvc but little^ 
that they ihould toil in his behalf. Such^ Doc«- 
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tor, b our way of thinkiag ia Britain, and CarcXf 
the principles upcm which it i» founded, are too 
juft and rational, not to meet with the attprob^ 
' tion, not obI; of the Gcrmuuj^ but of emrj n^ 
tion of feofet. 
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PROLOGUE. 

X HE power and* opulence of the Italian rcpub* 
ITcs, were, in the fixteenth century, at their greateffc 
extent. Their commercial towns equalled the* re- 
fidences of Foyalty^ and their merchants were not 
inferior to princes^ 

Of peculiar eminence was^ the republic of Flos* 
rcnce. Her flag was dilplayed in eiFery part of th« 
ocean.; and a number of the moft iUuftrious fami^o 
lies inhabited her city. Of thefe, one of the principal 
was that of SalviatL Wherever commerce was in. 
a flouriihing condition, this family had eftabliflied> 
her warehottfes; to which fhe was accuftomed from 
time to time, to fend from Florence thofe young 
perfons, whofe talents were confpicuous, but whofc 
fortunes were.iiarrow. 

At Venice, was one of hes moft important ef- 
tablifhments ; and there, among others who. were 
employed in hep ferviqe ;> was the hero off our nar*^ 
rative, Pietro Bonafentub.i. He was young, 
^andfome, accompiifhed and. amiablcj but> alas \ 
jiie was alfo poor and proud.. 
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Another Florentine of tlie name of Marteil^ 
kad long been his only coiifidatitial friend. But 
what fliould now prevent me, from introducing, 
them togetlier, «nd allowin|^ them to fpeak and 
to aft for themfclves ? 

SCENE r. 

MaRTELLI,. BoNAVENTURf. 

Mart. But where, my friend, can this cndf 
this ftrangenefs of humour, which for fome week» 
paft, you have thought proper to counterfeit, (for 
I cannot think it real) this continual melancholy 
and averfion to fociety, perfectly faitable for aH 
anchorite of fourfcore, how much longer is it to> 
continue ? 

Bon. Probably, Martelli, for the reft of my lififc 
Mart. But why fo ? what fhould put you thus: 
4Qftit of humour with yourfelf ? ha^e you not a maf^ 
ter who values you highly, and^ who treats you left- 
like an inferioi?, than a friend i 

Bon. I were ungrateful to deny it. x 

Mart. You have companions who JoveyoUy and 
who value your friendihip ;. your expences are trif^ 
ling, and your ialary ample ; you play ieldom, andL 
even then with good fortune; and you pafs among 
all your acquaintances, for a roan of underftanding^ 
Bon^ A great diftin£tioB^ indeed-l , 
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JUart, Siich a cCflinftion, however, as miUions 
cannot always purchafe ! befides all this^ you arc 
healthy and vigorous. 

Bon. KKtl fo? 

Mart* At leaft to appearance — ^your cheek it 
round and ruddy, and.your eyes — Alk only the girli 
in the neighboui^hood: I wager there is none of them 
to whom young Bonaventuri would not be a weU 
come lover. 

Bon. None, think^ft thou } think^ft thou fo in#- 
diecd ? — ^What a pity^ that you are not one of thenj. 
That you ar^ not — But no — I will not exgofe mj- 
felf— I will fuflFer in iilence, though my life fhould' 
be the forfeit. I am not ignorant of the force of • 
ridicule, which to^ the wxietch^.who is weak enough 
to difcover his afflidion, is often more intolerable 
than the afflidion itfelf. 

Mart. (In the moft Mous toney Bonaventuri! 

Bon. (Looking on him Hedfaflly) Well I 

Mart, Is it fo lately, fince we were acquainted?/ 
With what a pitiful focicty have you thought fit tp 
afibciate me? When did I fport with the misfor^ 
tmies of the miferable ? When have I 

Bon. (Rijing with impatience^ andjeizing his hand); 
-Stop, Martelli ftop, I befeech thee ! thefc reproach^ 
c& I cannot bear-— you- fhalL know all, upon my; 

worlA; 
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word you fliall — only not to-day — to-morrow, 'per- 
haps to niorrow^. 

Alart. Oh \ you trlfler ! (hall I then be more 
worthy of your confidence than nowP.uhy thea 
this delay ? 

Bon, Well, then, importunate, fince it ipuft be 
ib. But if you ihould be fo cruel as to laugh at 
tne afterwards. Look not upon me fo ftedfaflljr 
and ferioufly, nor knit your brows with fuch feve- 
Tity of wifdom. My diftruft was ill-founded: 1 
think you will not mock me. (Jii <^fofi^ torn) Mar^ 
telli, I am in love. 

Mart. (Laughing j And this is all ! Heaven be 
.praifed. I was afraid of heariag fomething extn- 
-ordinary-<^t}iat a mountain in fuch labour, ihoidd 
bring forth only a moufe ! but who is your charmeri 

Bon. (^rioujly) To laugh, before you fenow-^ 

Mart. Go on, aad ftart not at every triiie. 

Bon. Do ;ou know the houfe of Capelh f 

Mart. I fhould fo, as it ftands juft oppofite ta 
our own. What fmart wench there 

Bon. lie iilent, and anfwer. Have you feca 
Bianco P • 

Mart. Bian^a, the daughter of old Capelh / Xhsr 
iieirefs of a more than princely fortune i Bon^ven* 
luri,, thou art not yet 

BoHm 
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^on. (With httternefs) Thou art not yet! art not 
yet ! I alked you only whether you had feen her ? 

Mart Yes, indeed, twice. 

Bon. Ah } thou iiappy man ! unworthy of thy 
bappinefs. Thou hall feen that majclly which fits 
upon her forehead ; and that Inimitable fweetncfs 
%rhich fparkles in her eye ; that noble dignity of look 
and gcfturc; that rofy cheek \ that d^^Iicate foot, and 
that bofoiTi which her veil endeavours vainly to 
conceal 4 tnou naft ic*en. thefe, and canfl yet afk 
me. Go J have mercy on thee^ Martelli^ what it 
Aatue tbou art. 

Mitrt. But friend ■ ■ 

Son. No more, you know now, what it is thaft 
torments me— add not to my affliction, by your 
unfeafonable reproof. Was it my fault, poor 
wretch, that I faw her. \^Exit haftily. 

Mart. Poor indeed \ what a romantic idea — Bi- 
ftttca for thee ; Bianca, tke pride of Venice — Evea 
as if I (hould foil in love with the Emprefs. [Exit* 

The reader may iiere imagine to himfelf, the 
duration of four days of fuffbring ; an eternity for 
tiie "vi^in oThopelefs love-— and then 

SCENE 
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SOENE II. 

BONAVENTURI, aloW, 

Pool that 1 was, to intruft MartelH with my fecrclt. 
Wherever I go, iie is furc to purfue me, and tor- 
tures me with remonfh-ances and maxims of pru- 
dence, as if I did not know it fofficiently myfelf : as 
if I did not feel it in every vein, what a fool I am. 
where is the remedy ? weH, it is but juft that this 
heart of mine Chould fuffer for its in\prudence; it 
h but juft that I (houkl be unhappy. I will throw 
from me inftantly this miferable life, more oppre£* 
five to me, than the garment of winter, to the 
panting traveller of a fummer's Azj^'( ^Afier-a pavfe^ 
But I am rdblved, however, that (he (hall know 
of it b€forehandr,c know who I am, know that I loved 
lier J that I died for her, and died willingly. One word 
from thee, divine creature, end all the world will 
be of no moment ; and were that word to be but 
friendly, I-fliould not envy the life of angels Per- 
haps the borunty of indulgent heaven, will not de- 
ny this laft confblation, to the gloomy twilight of 
-a miferable life, fo foon to be fucceeded by eternal 
darknefs — {in a determined ione,) I will therefore^ J 
muft fpeak to her. But howfhall I deceive her fevcrc 
duenna, that fhadow which accompanies her where- 
over (he goes ? .stnd why deceive her? Is £he not 

t 
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aVoman ? and can fhe be a ftranger to the power 
of love ? WHl fhe rejeA a kneeling fupplianty or 
can ihe be deaf to the voice o/ flattery ? No ! I will 
try it — to-morrow will ^ try it-^to-morrow, ai- 
foon as I fee her come abroad. Gracious heaven ! 
and were it to fucceed« how willingly would I not 
confent, that to-morrow fhould be the laft .day of 
my life.— — 

' Next morning, in pur Aiance of his refolutlonj he 
watched the motions of Bianca^s Governefs, faw her 
go out, followed her immediately, and had the 
good fortune to overtake her, in a place where 
they were but little expofed to obfer^^ation. 

SCENE in. 

^BONAVENTURI and filANCA's G0VERNE6S. 

Bon.' Will you pardon me, Madam, for having - 
the bolddefs to fpeak to you only a few words. It 
concerns the life *of one of my friends. 

'Gov. Me, Sir? Are "yott not miftiaken in the 
pijrfon? ^ 

fBan. Not at all — you are the Gorvernds b£ C«« 
^/A^«^ daughter. 
, Gov% So I.am-^But how^can I . .., . 
X ifio/r. You behold in*4ne the moft .unhappy o£ 
mortals, if you will not consent to hear me. One 
of «iy countrymen^ wbofe welfare is equally dear 
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to me as my own, is in danger of lofingi m z^ift 
days, all that he values, and even }ife kfelf, if you, 
noble, generous lady, wiQ Hot be induced to taJke 
compaffion upon him. 

Gov. But, tell me, then, what tan I do ? 
Bon. His fate depends upon the dedfion of Co* 
feUo. Capelh will be moved by the interoeflion of 
his daughter \ and his daughter's freedom is In your 
hands. Allow me then, my dear lady, to fpeaka 
few words to yotlr amiable charge. Z have beett- 
told that her countenance is fweetnefe itfelf ; and, 
perhaps, her heart does not belie it. Perhaps fhe 
will hear me, and prevail upon her father, -to ro* 
Hore life to my friend and to me. 

Gov. (Aftde) A fine youth. (To Bon.J 1 do not» 
Sir, quite under ftand your dcfign* Is this, tell mc^ 
your whole petition? 
£on» The whole. 

Gov* Well then, it &all be granted. I fympsH 
thife too. readily with the itiisfortunes of others, td 
{how myfelf hard-hearted upon mere fufpicion. 
You mighty indeed, with greater propriety, have 
tranfmitted ybur petition to Btanea^ by me^ butJ 
fee you are unwilling that the deftiny of your friend 
'i}ionld be trufted entirely to my care. Well, then, 
you (hall fte^ and ipesdk to lief. 
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Bon. Shall I? Ten tboufand thanks for your 
goodiiefs. — But when ? where ? how ? 

Gov. Youmuft, indeed, be very fond of your coun- 
tryman — youF warmth of expredion is a fufficient 
proof. Hear then.: I am frequently accudomed to 
Vifit with Bianca a cloiller in Ziiecca* Negleft not 
to-morrow morning at nine to be in that ftreet at 
the fecond bridge, and you will then have an op« 
portunity of entering the fame Gondola which car* 
ries us over* Do not forget it^at the flroke of 
nine. 

Bon. Forget it! ah, ftoncr would I forget the 
name of this city, or even my own. Farcwel, ge- 
nerous lady. May- the Virgin reward you for your 
eompaffion to the miferable. \Exvt. 

Gov. With w4iat:eafe and grace did the youth 
exprefs himfelf ; and how readiYy did I grant hi^ 
req^eft. I am not accuflomed to be To precipitate. 
It is well that I am no longer a girl li fuch a mail 
might then have been dangerous. He goes into 
Sahlatrs houfe—- Surely it muft be Salviatl himfeif 
—-at leaft one noways his inferior. But what, if 
there fhould be fome artifice in the matter ? Biafi" 
Ai is no common beauty -, and this young man's 
manner is paflionate ani engaging. No, no — lot . 
me not be fufpicious — fuch a noble countenance is 
his, cannot furely be the maik of diffimulation. « a 
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SCENE nc 

Midnighim BoifAT&NTUiii iiZ9/7^ ia his Chamhar. 

He kn^lu 

Gracious God ! my moft fewent thanks— £«( 

lliem afccDcl on eagle's pinions; let them echoe 

through all thy heavens. I (hall fee her-— fliaU 

Ijpeak to her. No farther petition will I make*— ^ 

This is enough, that I {hall fee and fpeak to< heft 

Even were the whole of my future lifej. nothing but 

trouble, anxiety, and torment, ftill would I not 

venture to complain; fiill would I not venture 

to fay, that thou, all-powerful Father, haft (cam 

tered thy blefBngs with a fparing hand. .This 

^|oment of hope and tranfport is the nobleff gift of 

a God of gpodnefs. And thou^ faint Atahmy^ 

guavdian of my life, wha gaveft me courage on this 

happy day; infpire me to-morrow with all the 

power of pcrfuafion. Open my lips, and let the 

fpirit of wifdom diftate to thy votary aU that he 

ihali fay. With boldnefs can I, at prcfcnt, implosc 

your alliftance ;. and that of all the faints in hea^ 

ven. Even to the immaculate Virgin herfelf I ca« 

prefent my fupplication without a blufh. "For my 

jWiffioB is not like the paffion of the world — It is 

th^ piireft, the moft fpiritual love, that ever ani^ 

..mated a mortal bofom. 

,1 During 
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During the reft of this tedious night, fleep was 
il ftranger to Bonaventurl^s eyes. Great part of it 
"V'as fpent in tears, prompted alternately by joy and 
grief. At laft, the wiflied-for- mora appeared ;r«- 
the clock at' laft ftruck nine;- 

SCENE v: 

A Street* Bi anca and her GovERirE'ss p^Jjing^ 

to the Canal. 

Bid. You think, then, that it was 5/i/v//jfi.^ 

Gov. Certainly: — 1 recolleft, alfo, Jthat I faw hicn 
once before. What a noWc family is that of Sal^^ 
viatL This young man can be nothing lefs. The 
surd our with which he fpoke for his friend ; the art* 
Ifefsr,* but aiftirtiated thanks, which he gave me ; the 
graceful politenefs with which he took leave;— ^l 
ttflif^N the nobleneft' of his birth. 

Bin* You make me alwtays the more curious I* 

neifli only that he may wait for us. 

Gov. I wifli I were as fure of a thoufand ducats,.* 
as that he will not ftay away. Ho, boatman. 
( While, they are Jleppitig in) Is there nobody here 
Before us?' 

Boatman. Yes— a young well-dreft fellow ha» 
Been walking about here for fome t^mc• He ftopf 
thrice juft at my GondoTa^ and by the earneftnefs^ 
'vith which he examined it, I thought, at firft, that 

R 3. 
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he liad a mind to purchafe it.. If I am not mifta- 
ken, ke is yonder ftilL 

Bia^ What, i£ we were to make him a fignal.-— • 
(Rai/is her vei/f ojid loots round her with a perfpec" 
five : the Govtrnefs waw a white cloth ; then Biancaj 
See, he comes, he comes abeady. With what a- 
ftonifliing rapidity he flies : a fwallow, methinks,. 
wouW be left behind him*^ 

Gov. Is he not handfome.. 

Rja. Pretty well ;. by what I can. k&.'^fjlfide) 
Pretty well,, did I fay ?• Gracious heaven ! pardoa 
my falfehood — Never did I fee ai more handfbme 
figure 

Gov. Ufe your veil : he is here ;dready. 

Bia. (AJidey Never did I uft it .with more ro^ 
luftance. 

Bonaventuru (Stepping into the vejfel), Forgive, 
Ladies, fprgive' the boldnefs of one fa entirely un- 
known to you both. And you,, fair Biaacd, behold 
at your feet—— ' 

Bia. (Stopping him J, That,.Sir„ I cannot permit.. 
Signora has told me^ that you- come to folicit my 
interceflion in behalf of an unfortunate friend. - 

Bon. ([Sighing) Unfortunate indeed! - 

Bia. Be quick, then, Sir; and if there is any 
tiling within the compafs of my poor ability, in 

which^ 
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. %riiich I can be of ufe to your friend, fpeak it out 
wth freedom and boldnefs. 

JBwi. Who can be^- old you,, and fpeak with bold- 
■Befs ? Who can hear you, and talk with freedom I' 
"* Angel o£ keaven, your melodious voice—— 

£ia. No flattery, Sir, I intreat you^ I never lif^ 
ten to It with any pleafure even in places more pri^ 
vileged than the prefen^— Rather come to the point 
in que(Uon— -Howean I deliver your affllAed friend I 

Ban. Ob,, that I could fpeak — but, indeed. Ma- 
dam—' 

Gov. I fee. Sir, that my prefence reftrains you;, 
and, although I could hear you with great pleafure^ 
I am yet willing, out of friendflilp for you, to fct 
you at liberty frx>m. this conftraint. (Retires to the 
^therftdeoftbeVeJJhL) 

Bon. This goodnefs is too much. — (To Bia.) 

Now, moft beautiful, moft gsacious youngiadyj 

^now indeed we are albne«^ But before I come ta 

my principal petition, I have yet another requeil 

r 

to make— Remove for a little that envious veil, and 
indulge me with a view of your charming eyes : 
there let me admire the mafterpiece of nature, and 
there let me read the fate of my friend. 

Bia. Tou fpeak in a language to which I am ua* 
accuftomed, and a tone, which I fliould fcarcely 
bave expelled from one who w^ only the advoca^ 

for: 
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for another. Tour rcqueft, however, (hall be 
granted, f Draws bach her vet/,) And now no* 
more circumlocution. What^s it that you have to* 
aik of me ? 

Bofi, Gracious lady, but a iingle word* The 
fmalleft favourable accent from your lips ^ tliefmall- 
cft glance of approbation from your eyesj will rc- 
ftore life to a mifcrable creature, who ftands at' 
prefent upon the brink of the grave. 

Bia. But for what crhne muft he then die ? 

Bon. For a boldnefs the moft innocent and ex-- 
cufeable of which a mortal was ever guilty. This. 
unhappy perfon loves — loves you with ardor inex«> 
preffible — loves you, fair Bianca : and this unhap- 
py, this audacious man, is the fame who now ftands 
before you. 

Bia. Sir! — 

Bon, Oh no, divineft creaturc,f be not too hafty 
with your fcntence; Allow mc to eigoy for a few 
moments longer by^ far the happieft portion of my 
life. I tremble already at' the pro(peft of the dark- 
ncfs which muft henceforth overfhadow my future 
days— But my comfort is*, and my only comfort, 
that they cannot poflibly be long. — (Bianca refumes 
her veilf on the GovemeJJe^s approach,) 

Gov. Are you ready, youag gentleman ?■ The ' 
Gonddia is landed* 
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J^o9K Imoiediatety, Signortu Now, th«n| gracious 
^ung ladji pronounce fentence upon my friend. 
From your lips, even condemnation will found 
A^eetlj, however hopelefs and unfathomable the ar 
byfs may be, into which- it will plunge him. May 
he hope } 

Bia. Great, indeed, is your friend's boldncft— 
but go you and tell him, that he may. His advo* 
^ate was too well chofba not to* obtain for him my 
good-will. 

Bon. Nobleftpf all the Venetian ladics-s- Never 
did celeftial mefTenger of peace utter accents mort 
vefreihing. He will be more revived by this intel^ 
ligence than the withering verdure by a fummer- 
ihower. (AboiU to ii/i the hem rfher garment^ She 
reaches him her hand; then turning to the Governefi) 
But flender, Signora^ is the fortune of my friend \ 
and yet thb moment has given him more than the 
jichefk monarch o£ the Indies ca» boaft. He took 
my promife not to leav^ you, in cafe his petition 
ihould meet with fuccefs, until you accepted of this 
trifle, which i new preient y6u with, in his name. 
Slight not hi» requeft, aithougk he is unknown^: 
refufe it not, I intrcat yon,, for my fake. (Puts a 
full purfi isito her hand^ and heforejhe has time to re^ 
iover herfelfi retires haftily^ looking Jleadily at BianroiJ 

Gov. Dear Sir, what do you mean? Take it 
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backi and do not imagine— —But fee, he has di(^ 
appeared already as quickly as a fpirit at the crof*^ 
ing of the cock. JOpetiivg it) Look — gold, pure 
gold — Certainly it muft be ScJviati hinifelf— Did 
he not tell you his name P- 

Bia. Fool that I was, not to think of afking.. 

Gov. But the matter itfclf— May I know what it 
was ? ' 

Bia, It was— it was— but, indeed— ^ 

Gov. Well, well, I fee that my queftion rather 
difpleafes you. Only, if hi» petition be reafenabkii 
I beg, for my fake, that you wilt Rot refufe it.-«i^ 
(Opening the hag again) Gold indeed, pure gold. 
This is one of my lucky days. \Ex€imU> 

^iery\ I{ Bonaventuri was fo poor, how came hr 
by this gold I 

Anfwer. The moft honourable way in the world*- 
He had now, for the fpacc of three years, been 
chief agent to Sn/viati^ and this* which he gave a-^ 
way in the intoxication of his joy> was no l^s than 
Mis AIL 

It has been obferved by a certain writeiv (let 
him, who will not believe me upon my word^ take 
the trouble of inquiring after his name,) that even 
the pofleffion of the fineft eilate would give us but 
very little fatisfaAion, unlefs we had fomebodyto. 
whom we oould fay : << Wliat a fine eftatc I have 
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fo^** — In nry opmion^ a literal truth. Bonaventitrt 
in his way homewards, folemnly vowed to impart 
K) nobody one fyllablc of all that had paft. And 
yet, how very foon after, was he tired with the 
burden of keeping the fccret. No later than the 
'lanae evening, t Jie whale afiair was known by Mar^' 
telH: after which communication, the following 
■^dialogue paft between them— — 

SCENE \T. 

Martelh, Bonavei^turt. 

Hart. Well, my friend, very well — better indeed 
^inm could have been expected. But where is all 
•this to land ? Have you refieAed on that fubje^ i 

Botf. I thank you moft humbly for your fage 
admonition— the moft formal declaimer on the 
"Vanity of pleafure, could not have fpeken with 
Aiore prudence. Who can prognofticate future 
^events ? Allow me, only, a few minutes, and by 
the time we have finlftied our next glafs', I may 
perhaps be able, to make up my mind with regard 
^ a matter of fo little moment. 

Mart. I (hould think, my friend, that the lan« 
gpiage of ridieule, i) neither becoming upon the 
prefent occa(ion,-nor fuch as my anxiety for your 
Welfare deferves* Tou may laugh at my circum« 
ipeflion as much 4is you pieafe, but perhaps the 

videncc 
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Tioknce of your temper migbt long fccfbrc tUs 
have cofl you dear, kad k not been moderated by 
the caution of mine—* The Aep which jrou ventv- 
red in this inter view^ muftitirely end in fomethin; 
of confequeace. 

. Bon, Yes— 4n my deadi', if Qat rcfiifes my'p6 
tition. 

Mart. But tell 4ne what is ito foUoWj if lh< 
grants it ? ^ " 

Bon. Oh ! the noble, the amiable creature, con* 
fcious as (he muft be of her unbounded power 
iaA that like a God fheean murder with alookj ye 
withiihc goodnds and mercy of a God, to beftav 
life on a wretch like- me- —forgive -me ^my friend 
if the warmth of my temper, fometimes betrays m( 
into the ufe of expreffions at which you have juft 
If reafon to be offended — ^you are anxious to knov 
what is to he the confequence of the bold ftep \ 
have sdready taken. But .this is queftion whici 
I caonbt afifwec^ as -the regulation of my.conduA 
in a gi!«at meafiire, muft depend <«ipon time^ fii 
fion and accident. 

Mart. Three vvery uncertain counfeltors I Iwifl 
3^oa had' better: for you know I love you. Cai 
y6u hope, that your induftry or good fortune wi! 
ever exalt you to fuch an eminence,. as that y^ 

. . BSftt 
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'Son, You miglit with as much propriety have 
aiked me, if sver I ezpc&ed to be emperor of 
Japan, f^- , 

Mart. Or will you continue by clatideftine me- 
thods to endeavour to gain pofieiEon of her hearty 
and ^eek^to deceive an innocent girl, w'ho perhaps^ 
from her want df experience in the world, may 
lend an ear to romantic hopes': And were fhe even 
to do fo, were flie even to confent to become yom*s, 
could -you then ftep forward with the boldnefs of 
tman^ and fay, « This was my doing: forgive me 
now, and bcftow her upon me/* 

'Bon. And could you fuppofe me^o be fo baft ? 

Mart. I fnppofe only that you are like other 
men : and that love may |>robab!y produce in you 
what it has ali'eady produced in thoufands, an al* 
teration in your firfl and firmeft principles. 
^ Bon. Nevw*, my friend— accurfed for ever be 
the road to fortune, when itxondu6b me through 
the mazes of deceit. 

Mart. But what if fhe (hould love you fo ftrong^ 
Jy, as to prefer you toriches, luxury and fplendor § 
end throwing; her arms about your neck, fly with 
you to fome folitary corner of the earth. 
. Son. Gracious heaven, what an elyflum would 
«that folitary corner be 1 

Mart. I believe it-^Ib lo^g as you remained con. 

S cealed; 
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oealcd } fbt* I (hall tiot, at prcictiti make »y itira* 
lion of that iinavoidable dettiy df paaffioo^ which^ 
In a moment like this, will appear to be is>poffibles 
But where is the concealment which could proted 
you always } where is the retreat^ though ihrouded 
with tenfold dafknefs, into which the fun nevef 
ihone ? and if you wete <lifcover6d — the rage ol 
offended patcnt gi- ^ 7 . 

Bon. ( intirruptwg him) Oh! they Would pcf- 
liaps yield — furely they woiild fbrgive.-«^A kned^ 
ing daughter : the tears of a long-loft^ of an only 
child ; ah ! what anger cotfld they not arreft i 

Mart. The dagger too of revengeful relationsi 
and the indignant fcorn of -a haughty fiimily, whtf 
^ill thiilk themfetves difgraced^ by your blood h» 
Ving mingled with theirs. 

Bon. That (hall they nevef. But why fo muck 
eagemefs, to combat a phantom of ytiurowh crei« 
tion? Have I anyof thefe thi^e plans you mentioHi 
at prefent in thy head? No, 1 will rather pine '» 
Way in iilence, than aim at the pdfleffion of Biama% 
land from the mestn motives o^felf-Iove, cheat th6 
dear girl of all the comfott of her life. True^ fl&e 
is my warmeft> my only wifli ; my firft thouglrt 
when I awaken, and my laft, before I £dl afleep. 
Ip her alone I live. Amidft the whole buftk o^ 
Ibribnrottnding worlds i heaiv ftt^ and feel no^ 

thiol 
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:hing but h^. Tet will I chearfuny renounce her^ 
iind comfort myfelf with the pleafing recoUeAton ; 
:hat there was a moment^ in which ihe confefl: 
that fhe did not hate me^ a moment in which I 
felt that we were feparated, not for want of an a« 
nion of fouls, but by the external tinfel of this zni-^ 
(crable world. 

Mart. (Li A warning tone) Friend, friend, jtm 
promife much. 

Bw. No more than I will faithfully perform. 
From henceforth I will fpcdk to her no more. My 
foul (hall always hover romid her, but this corpo* 
w€9X firame ihall apfnroach her no more. And if I 
ttTpire farther than thisj if I ever violate this oaA, 
then may I be punifhed by that Being, to whom 
the puniihment of perjury belongs ; aild who tries 
the heart and reins of the children of men. 

l^Exit baJUljy nvipmg his eyes. 

Mart. (Akme) How finely that founds; and 
Imw gaily it glitters ! and yet, poor friend, I fear, 
I fear, that this glancing metal, is nothing ^fe but 
gilded copper. Its worth will undoubtedly difap* 
pear, whenever it is brought to the tonchftone. 

lE^t. 

One may eafily foppofc, how unquiet, in fpite of 
thn femblance of magnanimity, the heart of poor 
Bottaventuri felt. BiancJs fate in the mean time, 

S a ^ w^ 
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was ilill harder. She had no confidential friend-y 
to allay the tumult of her love-iick. foul, with the 
fweet and foothing accents of perfuafion. Her for* 
rows were confined to her own bofom, and to none 
but berfelf, could (be fpeak of the caufe of it. The 
following foliloquy may ferye as a iketch of fome 
of the flighted touches of her feelings. It took 
place on the morning of the fifth dayi aften he£ ioi«> 
terview with the beloved objeA. 

SCE.NE VU. 

BiAMCA, alone. 
Thk was yet wai^ting,, that thou fhontdft. becoBSCi 
the phantom of my dreams. Haft ihou alread]f( 
banifhed from my nights^ the greateft part of my 
accuftomed (lumbers i. Am I not already fufiicient* 
ly exhaufted by this.etewial thinking of thee ? — Oh!? 
how he ftood. before me, and fupplicated for mer* 
cy-T-His fparkllng ey^s ihining tln-ough his tears— - 
His fine^ manly vx)ice, founding fwcetJy even is 
its trembling ton^s — His dignity in ^it ahd^geT- 
ture ! But, oh fool! to think that the* catalogue o£ 
his perfcdionsi can admit of being numbered. But 
why do I thus, or, what purpofe does it fervc ?. 
Why will I thus affidl myfelf in vain, and melt 
thus away in folitude and filence, like a morning* 
cloud on the lofty mountains ? One word, from mCi^ 

and 
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and this Adonis will be at my feet — ^will live for 
me^ and for me alone \ how worthy then of being 
envied ? Did he not fwear it to me ? Can a mouth 
like his fwear ta a falfehood P It will cofl me but 
a fingle word ! Oh ! I will utter that word : for I 
iee plainly that be will not come without it- Too 
powerful Saiviati^ I know I fhould not, yet will I 
do it. Then, when he falU before me in kneeU 
ing gratitude, when,, no longer a trembling crimi« 
nal| he rifes up in rp«echle& rapture, embraces the ' 
bafhful, bluQiing maiden,> and covers her cheek 
with ardent ki(S»;. oh! then^ gracious Heaven^ 
h>ok down with pity and indulgence, upon th» 
weaknefs of thy love-fick creature ! (Hen Jbe uk 
mttrrupttd By an- impertlnefU vjfit.) 
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KOTZUNG turns the maiden elieek paleio <pirci;^ 
If, as concealed love ; and the Govertufs was too* 
much atached to tlie fiveet BU»nca% not to obfervei 
immediately the alteration on HerS) and with af^ 
lb£Uon»te earneftnefi to inq^ke its caufe. 

^3. SCENE 



'i 



aia BPANCO GAPELLOi. 

SCENE VIII. 

• ^ Governess and Biakca; 

; Govt Im*9 to no purpofey my. dear young hdyhi* 
your a&<Sted chearfulnefs does not deceive me-*-- 
y.ou nouriih in the bottom of< youF- heart, fome* 
melancholy that confumea you. 

. B'uh Not (of. my. deareft; Govemcfs^ sdx ! notr. 
fo. 

: Gav, Not fo ! accompanied with a figh ? oh !-. 
that ismaciated cheeky that averfion.to food and) 
company, your reillefJ nights, and your dreams hjj. 
day \ jour wild and wandering. looks, all thef^ are« 
xu>t there for nothing. 

Bia^ And if they had acaufe ! what then ? 
Gov. Oh then, it ought to be communicated ;; 
your grief fhould be poured out into my afFeftio— 
nate bofom. Have I not always fhown myfclf' 
more your friend, than ^ your controller? Has it? 
not been my chief pleafure to anticipate, evcii 
the leaft of your wiflies ? Did you ever petition me - 
in .vain ? Or did I ever abufe your confidence ? 

Bia, Never, never — only let me alone at prc- 
fent. 

Gov- Never lefs, than at prefent. .1 will fatigue 
you with queftions, as often as we .are alone; wilL 
keep clofe to you wherever you go, and even in 

company^ ^ 
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company^ whifpcr in your ear: «« Reveal yoxir af- 
fliaion, diftruftful Buinca."-^'Thk I (Wear bylhc 
name of. the Eternal^ will I continae todo^ till L 
get the better of your caprice.. 
- £ia. (With a fmile of tinguijh) And were I ta 
get the better of it. immediately,, would my wiflies- 
have any chance of being. granted ? 
■ Gov. Every reafonable one undoubtedly, and.^ 
furely the noble daughter. of C^///?, will not think. 
of forming any other. 

Bia. Well, I am fatiafied. Know then, my, 
deareft Signoraj.my.beft and only friend, my fe- 
cond mother, kaiow then (cajiing down her eyes a* 
ffw minutes) lam in love. (Hitherto Bianca bad. 
Jpoken in afoothing tone ; nowjhe goes on with more^ 
luarmth.) I love Salviati^ that amiable ftrang^r, 
with whom you-fo lately made me acquainted. He 
likewife .burns for. me. — Himfalf was the criminak 
for whom he petitioned-.— Love for me was his. 
crime; and a reqjjeft of love was his requeft: I gave, 
lum my promife, anx^I mean to keep it.. 

Gov* What do you :telL me ? , Is it poflible ? . 

£ia. Rather aik, if it could be otherwife. To. 
lee him, and love him, was the work . of one mi- 
nute — of a minute did I fay? Oh! no,* of a fecond.* 
—of lefs than a fecond. — Even if he had not fpo- 
ken a. wQrd> my heart muft have.inMibly been^ 
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bis; and now, now it is bound to him more ftrong* 
Ij, dian with adanaantine chains. I have now 
iworn within mjfelf, more iblemnlythan if it were 
a duty of reUgion, that no mortal but he (hall be 
S7 hufband. 

GSn*. Bianca, dear Bianc a 

Bia, Dear Signora, no objeOion. They are- 
grains of com fcattered on the rocks. Alas ! thofe 
fb^m by SahUulj fell all of (hem upon good land.^ 
I feel, that without him, I could not live ; that 
without him the moft miferable of wretches might 
be called happy, in comparifon. Wherever I look,. 
I behold him ; whenever I think,. I think of him;, 
whenever I fpeak, I wifh to utter the name of SaU 
viatic— Oh, Saiviaii! Sdlviati! 

Gov. But what would you have f 

Bia. I would befeech you, by all that you hold' 
facred, by the tendctnefs of your maternal aSeC'^ 
tion, by my chiidilh obedience^ and by the fouii* 
tain of all love, to- promise me your affiflance to*, 
fulfil my refolution, which, as yoa fee, does not 
endanger my hosTovr. This is what I beg and fu^i^ 
plicate from joxu i 

Gcv. Suffer me, young lady, at leaft to fpeak 
to you. i am indeed aftoniihed, above all things, 
«t a paffion (b violent for a perfon unknown, and 
vho Iw fcarcdy been once in your company— yet 

X-haic 



BIANCA CAPELLOi ' 213 

I have already been acquainted with this kind of 
pafiion ; the more fudden, the more violent \ but 
fortunately fo much the leG durable* 

JBia. What a poor, fallacious fort of knowledge- 
Have you not had more experience of my h^art ?: 
Do you not know^, that though it chufcs quickly, 
it is ftedfaft in its choice ? Have I ever before, a* 
mong the thoufands that I faw, loved any one, or 
even diltinguUhec): him. by particubr praifes ? Oh ! 
no — It was rcfcrved for Salviati alone, to charnir 
me, and to fetter me for ever. 

Gov. This is love indeed,, with, all its delufions* 
It gives a fubftance to fiiadows, and ft ops the ears 
of youth, againft reafon and renionftrance. 

Bia. fFeevi/b/y J, i^o. kntenctSf Signora. If is. 
your fuccour, not your counfel^ that I beg for at> 
yref^nt. \ 

Gov* But do you then Jook upon an union witiv 

« 

a^ ftranger, as a matter of fo little moment, as* 
not to rcj^iiire a previous application- to parents and 
relations, and even. a previous examination of ypur«* 
felf, that you may be fure on. what grounds you 
love ? 

JB'is, How,, my dear mother, can I' know that ?. 
Love, that could be accounted for by reafon, would 
no longer deferve the name. The firft moment I 
iaw the youth,. wa& the beginning of my paifion,, 

and 
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^nd the lift momnit of jnj life (hall be its end-- 
W:;ao-jt kaoving whercfone I fell in love with 
him ; but this I knoir, that from henceforward^ I 
ihall love him, as long as a heart beats in this bo- 
fom. — ( Breaking ztft into tears, J 

Gyi\ fiut tell me, my desrtflr young; lady, in 
what is it that yon denre my affiflance^ 

Bt'j. Convey this letter to his hand^I deny not 
that it contains an invitation. But oh ! I will, I 
muft iee him, or the ardent love ■ ■ ■ >■ 

G^v. Were it to take place in my prelcnce^ I 
Bight perhaps confent. ' 

Bia. Oh ! that it may— only pat this letter inta 
his hands. £Eieit vfiepingi. 

Gpv. (Alone^ h9king afier her) Poor girl, thy 
flame is powerful. If I could extingniih it, I 
ihould be more than a ^ God. E^ery one of he* 
tears falls like a drop of b^odd upon my heart. I 
muft however hefitate about granting her requeft. 
It is well I got this letter into my hand : it fliall 
aot fo quickly reach thoft of Sa/vtatu 

After tm interval of eight days^ 

SCENE IX. 

Bia. (Pale as deathj before a mirror J No morfr 
firength in my bones» Not a drop of Mood upon 
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Ifn^ check. Ail my marrow ,is dried upj aU the 
%looin of my youth is faded ! Eternal God, thjr 
liand lies heavy on me. But I thuk thee, for 
leaving me this confolttion) that I fuflfer for weak*- 
«kefs^ and not for guilt. Oh, SaJviati) where art 
thou ? and what are ^t prefent thy feelings? Come 
hither, and fee. It is not what thou faidft to met 
it is no longer thy life t it is mme which is endan* 
4gered by this paiRion* 

Gov. (Eftterj) My God, my dear young Lady, 
liow you look \ take courage, your letter is juft now 
^delivered. 

Bia, (Coldfy) As furelyi I make no doubt, ad 
lirhen you teld me fo feven days ago. 

Gov, No, by the Holy Virgin it is. I gave k 
into his own hand — He gazed at me wildly, kified 
*he feal, and then broke it open.-^I c#uld fee no 
anore ; for I hurried away. 

JSia. There your hafte was very tmreafonable ) 
In the matter itfelf, you was flow enough. 

Gov. Biattca, b Ihb my reward. 

Bia. Forgive tne—my fenfes are ftill bewildered* 
They were ihftjtided in night, and the momipg 
^as flow of dawning "Upon them. — But is your in>* 
-telligence certain ? 

Gov. Have I not fwom, and Was I fiver perjured? 
liSy dear^otuig lady knows if I was* How hard^ 

hearted 
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hearted indeed were I, not to pity this love-fick 
girl i Revive, Bianco j and bloom again, not for 
Ms only, but for yotfr own Salvtdti-^jou fliall fee 
■him — early to-morrow, iliaH y^u-fee him. 

Bia. But perhaps -to morrow, this heart may 
have ceafed to beat. Oh ! my bcft friend ! how 
-changeable are the wiflies -of mortitls? But a few 
minutes ago, I was perfuaded that this day was the 
laft of my Ufe ; and I wifhed fervently that I might 
jfiot be wrong.' Now agtiiin^ how with every new 
minute does«the love of life revive my foul ? To- 
morrow then — not till to-morrow! {After n Jhwt 
faufe.) Oh ! Signora, what drefe would you advife 
me to wear ? 

09V. A whimfical tjueftion! there is time e^ 
nough fbrcly to think of that : you never ufed to 
-know it, two hours before* 

Bia. I believe fo truly. But on to-morrow, T (haU 
4>e fo loft in joyful expectation, that I (hall not be 
able to think at all. And yet, I wtnild wi(h to 
make a proper choice : SaMati is furely worthy of 
•all the preparation one can make; he deferves to 
4iave every ornament fought out, that has. any 
*ehaoce to fetter bis affection.. -\E9ceunt. 
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Bianca's Letter to Bonayenturi. 

Amiable Stranger^ 

The unexpcfted novelty of the incident, 

aftonifhinent at the fubjedt of your, petition, and a 

fecret ftruggle between modefty and paflion, occa- 

fiohed the fentcnce which you folicited from me, 

to be more than half ' pronounced. If you are fe- 

'rious in wifhingto hear it fully, and to know the 

*whole compafs it includes, repair tp-morrow, at 

'three o'clock, to the back-door of our palace, and 

* jpy Governefs will conduft. you fafely to me. 

*. BlANCA CaPELLO. 

SCENk !X. 

BONAVENTURI, MaRTELLI. 

Bon. To aik yet,''what I will do ? Oh, that they 

^ere already over, thefe heavy hours, between 

'Which I have yet to live, before the clock ftrikes 

'Xliree ! — That I could fly to her immediately on 

the wings of the wind ! 

, Mart. And what will you fay, if her fentencc 
-Aould prove as favourable, as you hope ? 

Bon. Say ? how little can be faid, when Bianca 
lias her ^ye upon you 1 Heaven grant, that I may 
wen be- able to ftammen 

T Mart 
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Mart. Oh thou idle fplitter of words : Call it 
either ftammering or fpeech; but tell me what you 
intend to anfwer ? 

Bon. To fwear that I love her with the moft ar- 
dent paffion ; that I will l«ve her fb for eternal 
figes, every moment more ftrongly, every day more 
ardently. 

Mart. But what i3 become ^f your former xcfom 
lution^ your firm purpofe to fee her no more ? 

Bon. Blown away, like the fummer'-s daft. 

Mart. And your oath ? 

Bon. Fool that I was, to take it ; and you, ten 
times more fo, to put me in mind of it ! An oaA 
againfl love ! Did you ever hear that a horrent 
from the mountains was ftopt in its cour(e by a 
grain of fand ? 

SCENE XI, 

BlAt^CA alone. {The chchjlrikis three.) 
Ha, It is juft now ftruck! Oh wiflied for nnnute*^ 
which I have expefted with the anxiety of a wo* 
man in labour ; which I have waited for with the 
joy of a bride. {Walking impatiently up -and do/wn.) 
How comes it that the eagle-pinions of time are 
changed now to the pace of a fnail ? Every mo- 
ment appears to ftagnate. Alter not fo fuddeniy^ 
fyftem of the world, nor fuffer the rapidity of thjr 

youthful 
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ycHithfal circuit, to degenerate into the creeping 
pace of old-age — {Walking up atid down with m Jiill 
quicker ^ep,) Or if thy own ftrength is deficient, 
borrow fomethlng of my fpeed. Good God, tvro 
minutes already— *two and a half— -and now three— 
{Fe^ijbly) Truly this mafter loves to be waited on, 
even before he becomes a bridegroom. Ha, the 
door opens—* the ftep of a woman — may ihe be 
eurft. — ^Rafh girl, and for what reafon ? Muft any 
one fuffer, beeaufe thy impatience is greater than 
that of a hungry chQd. The door again ! Oh, 
that is he, that is^ he— Softly, foftly, my poor 
heart«~Hold out^ panting breaft. — ^This is he, 
this is he* 

]^ontruenturi enters, followed by the Governefsm 
Bianca is about to run towards him with open 
arms, but recollects hcrfelf, and finks down on 
a chair, and half holds out her hand to him, even 
before he fpeaks. 

Bon, I come, faireft of all beauties, perhaps to 
fcceive from your lips the fentence of death, and 
then die at your feet. {Kneels before her.) 

Bia, {Stretching out her hand to him) Oh I no, 
live, live for Bianca. 

Bon. {In fpee chiefs rapture ^ dwelling upon her hand 

for two minutes^ then fpif'inging up) Oh God, how 

can I fuftain this ocean of the moft unfpeakable 
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joy ! (Throwing himfelf again upon his knees) Ever 
dear, may I then live ? 

Bia. (Fulling on his necky and embracing him) lavei 
live, and for mc 

Bon. Oh, that my happinefs could find words! 
Oh, that my joy could find tears ! To live for thee, 
crown of thy fex, divine Bianca ! 

£ia. Lie no longer at my feet, thoadear one^ 
up to my arms, beloved of my foul. You found, 
already fo eafily and fo furely the way to my heart; 
feel how it glows for thee upon my lips ; how it 
beats for thee in this bofom. Never yet havp I 
been kifled by man. Thou art the firft; andj I 
fwear, fhalt be the laft. But you are filent, and 
hefitate to anfwer — Why gaze you thus upon me? 
Why do thofe eyes look fo ferioufly, in which I ex- 
pefted nothing but rapture ? 

Bon. Thus gazes the wretch around him, who 
already thought himfelf fwallowed up by the waves, 
and now beholds liimfelf fafe on fliore, but fees, 
wherever he turns his eves, onlv wild and defact 
waftes. O Biafjca^ Biat:ca — It is, indeed, a hap- 
pinefs without meafure, to live for you, the char- 
mer of my foul i but this happinefs is fwallowed up 
by the tenfold mifery of being confcious, that I dare 
not hope to live with you, that I cannot expcft to 
be wholly your*s. 

Bia. 
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Bia. Fanciful dreamer ! why ar« you thus ftudi- 
ous to torment yourfelf with imaginary evils ? with 
me you Ihall live in infeparable union, hand in 
band^ and heart to heart. — There is my word, 
more facred than a promife given in the days of 
chivalry ; eith'er to Jje your wife, or the wife of no- 
man. My refolution' is taken, and yields in firm«- 
nefs only to death. If the parent that gave mc 
life, wiihes to preferve it, he muft not, he will nor 
oppofe himfelf againft it. And is not the family 
of Salvtatiy well worthy to be united to that of Ca- 

Bon. [Who had hither fo beiifupon her hand^ inftlent 
rapture^ at thefe lajl words^ raijing himfelf fuddenlyiy 
Ha ! how T what do you fay : the family of Salvia 
ati P 

Bia. Yes, indeed ! 

Bon* Righteous heaven ! a fl'aflr of lightnings 
rtiat opens a dreadful abyfs to my view ! What,, 
Bianca, do you fuppofe to be the name ©f this da-^ > 
ring wretch that ftands before you .^ 

Bia. fin afionipment) What ! are you not S^/- 
viati ? ( Bonaventuri finhs fpeechlefi upon a fsat^ and 
hides his face : Biatica and the Governefs run up to hinv 
mlarmed.) 

Bia. Great God ! what is this ? Speak to mc,. 
€> beloved of my foul — Bianca intrcats you, and 

T 3 Witt 
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will yon not hear her ? Not yet— Will you not 
fpcak ? Look np once more, and fpeak. 

Gov, Dcarcft young gentleman ! what can this 
mean ? Recover youriclf — Who are you, if you are 
31 ot SalvJati? 

]j:nave7ifirri. ( Rifing fudden^y and cjfuming a tone 
cf rcjJiitiz7i ) No, no, adorable B'lancay no longer 
fhall your error continue — It was indeed favourable 
to mc, and has perhaps been the fource of all the 
traiifport I have hitherto enjoyed— but let it vanifli, 
fince to preserve it, deceit and diffimulation would 
be neccfTary. (TLrcwwg himfelf at her feet ) Hie 
that now kneels before you, is not Salviati, but on- 
ly a poor young man in his employment. If he 
has been criminal in raifing his wifhes to an objeft 
fo infinitely exalted above him, punifh his offences 
without delay ; and were it even the punifliment of 
death, he will promife to bear it without a mur- 
mur. 

Bla. What do I hear ! You are not Salviati ! 
Rafli youth, what is thy name ? 

Bon. Bonaventuri of Fhrence. Oh, I know too 
well, that even the moft illuftrious mortal blood is 
not fufliciently noble to afpire to an union with 
you; but alas! birth, and the external gifts of for- 
tune depend not upon our own choice. My whole 

nobility 
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nobility is hereditary honour; my whole trcafurc 
is this heart, which beats for you alone. 

J3ia^ My God I what a miftake ! My hopes are 
vanifhed — all gone for ever ! 

Son. Oh, that a profufion of love,* and a fimple, 
honeft, and tender heart, could give me pretcn- 
fions to your hand, then would there be no man in 
the whole wide creation of God, who could pro- 
duce a fairer title than myfelf — no king who durft • 
difpute my claim, Then might the poor Bonaven-^ 
turi^ though now he ftands rejected and defpifed, 
be deemed your worthieft, your nobleft hufband* 
Now, for the fir ft time in my life, do I v/ifh my- 
felf defcended from a royal race, and would pur- 
chafe fplendor and riches with my blood, to have 
the pleafure of laying them at your feet. How,! 
not one confohtory glance — not one encouraging 
word.. Here I lie — Divine Bianca^ turn hither 
your enlivening eye — Deareft of women, O forgive 
me ! Why fhould I fuffer a penance fo fevere, for 
an error, which was not my fault \ and which I 
removedj as foon as I perceived it ? 

Bianca. (Whofeems not to have heard his lajl words ^ 
with her eyes raifed to heaven) To thee muft all flelh 
come ; O thou who art ftrong among the children - 
of weaknefs, fend down thy ftrength from above- 
mine is long fince melted ^\fzj^*Bonav€nturi'^ 
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Bon. ( Literrupfmg her). Ha, I know it — tl\i§^ 
prayer for ftrength is preparatory to the fentcnct 
of my death : but, by that Being to vhom yoa 
prayed, I intrcat you once more to con^Kler, wha 
k is you are about to condemn. It is a man, that, 
in the whole range of creation, has nothing he fets 
a value on, but you; to whom it were the higheft 
of all pkafurcs to fhcd his blood in your defence;- 
whom yourfelf once encouraged to hope, and whofe 
lij>s yet glow with your kifles. O God, that I 
fhould have fo ir.any millions of feelings, and icarce: 
one fyllable of lufficieiit force to exprefs them. 
This only let me fay ; If it muft be death, inflict it 
yourfelf. The quicker it is, I fhalHhank you the 
more. Only fuffer not my wretched being' to lan- 
guilh away in eternal torture. 

Bia. O Bonaventuriy {poiftimg to her heart) is not 
this fufBciently mangled already ? and will you ffy 
on to tear it farther ? 

BofJ. O God, can I 

Bia. Be ftill, and hear me^ It is enough, amP 
able young man, once to have loved you, to love 
you always. My heart is^ befides, too much a 
friend to juftice, to fuffer the inequality of our" 
rank and fortune, to make an alteration in my fcn-^ 
timents of him, whom I would have loved even in 
the drefs of a beg|;a£. Yet muft I never flatter 
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miyfelf that an ambitious father will bend to my ih- 
dinations. Here then, Bonaventuri-^with the 
deepeft affliftlon I fpeak it — ^here we muft part.— I 
faw you here for the firft, and for the laft Hme-i. 
nor will I ever fpeak with you again — Your vifits, 
would but make my virtue fufpefted — It alone i$ , 
dearer to me than you— Life is far inferior to both 
—-Go, go, poor youth ; and if it will afford you ?ny, 
cpnfolation, comfort ypurfelf with the certainty of 
tils ; Bianca will never be the wife of another, 
though, alas ! (he cannot be your's. {About to breah\ 
away.) z-^-. * 

Bon. {In, the toneTof defpair) Shrica! ■ 

Bta, {Coming bach) It is true— this yet belongs to , 
ypu. {Kijffes him thrice^ and runs, off,) 

Bon. {Fwrfiies her to the door^ at which Jhe nvent 
§ut ; but finds it bolted.) O God, what have I, that 
am but duft, committed ? Why this fupernatural 
meafure of aifHiftion poured out on. a mortal head ? 

{Exit* 

Gov. Truly I pity him ; but as he is not Salviati, 
who can help it ? [Fx/V. 



I muft here break off, although what is printed 
at this time contains little more than the introduc- 
tory 
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tory fcenes. If it {hould pleafe^ the continuatioa 
will appear in a fubfequent volume* Should it be 
otherwife, it may be as well». that I have not iafcrt«^ 
cd more of it at prefenti 
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INTRODUCTION. 

jf\,T the Toot of one of the German xnountaiRs, 
^ftauds a famous icheoly ia fuch a fituation as i% 
^eems.to have be«i carried thither by enchantment* 
People to .the age of thirty and upward^ may .there 
iftudy to great advantage ; ^nd even . young people 
•pf the common phlegiaatic temperament, may carry 
,awaywith^hem, fnch a ftock of knowledge, as wilj 
qualify them for -filling, at a ,proper feafon, any 
jdepartment of ordinary life ^o the fadsfa^on of 
^beir families and the honour of. the fchoql. For. 
youths, however, of great feniibility, between th<5 
:age of fifteen and twenty, the fituation is not quite 
!fo eligible : to fuch minds, thefolitude of the place, 
ithe aur, the mountainis, the woods, and the "water, 
>inay not unfrequently become dangerous. Let him, 
-whofe blood has grown thick in a flat, marihy 
•country, r<gpair thither, and recover his fpirits by 
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the influence of enthunafm for the beauties of na^* 
lure. 

In this very place, about twenty years agoj ten 
•r twelve young people met together ; who, though 
widely different in talents, country knowledge, and 
education, -were -united itfftpsrraWy by the bonds of 
enthuiiafin. Some had brought with them a paf- 
fion for poetry ; a tafte which they quickly com« 
tnunicated to more, and which ferved to unite 
them more clofely to one another. 

The whole party met again at the academy ^ 
where, thofe who were unfit to be of their focietyi 
i±pt apart from them ; but where other good people 
joined it — A proper tone of mind, honourable prin- 
ciples, a quick perception of what was good, an 
equal degree of fenfibility, however various might 
ht their modes of expreffi^ig it, and a tolerably e^ 
qual cultivation of their natural faculties : thefe 
circumftances here combined to unite men, wh« 
-would not otherwife hav« been eafily brought to- 
gether: enthufiafts and ftoics, libertines and de* 
¥otees, aftive fpirits, and lovers of quiet. Their 
meetings were by ao means aflemblies of 4ieattM 
efprit (among whom I have known fome of viery 
llender capacities) who read over their produ^lioni 
aloud, prarfe each other formally to their faces, 
pUid think to themfelves, at the fame time, « how 

poor 
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poor this, in compariTon of mine." There were, 
indeed, among them, a couple of beaux efprits / 
tut they never imagined that the turn of their minds 
was more valuable than that of the refl, even of 
thofe who were attached to the mod abftrufe of 
the fciences. The term fenfibility was then un- 
linown to them ; but it was natural that fuch men 
fliould poflefs feeling to a high degree, without 
turning their hearts into tinder boxes. Formal 
pedantry was their abhorrence: for they felt how 
very filly a child looks in his grandfather's night« 
cap. Their conneftion was entirely grounded up- 
on the animal neceiQty of being together ; the caufe 
of which was not kno^vn to them all ; not even te 
thofe who were eldeft among them ; but which, 
^however, operated fo powerfully, that not one-of 
them could exift with comfort, in a place apart from 
the refi of his brethren ; and thus, as it always muft 
happen with young people, infpired them at lafl: 
with a corporation fpirit. This carried them often 
to the brink of intolerance, and rendered them fo 
faflidious in their connection with^ and opinion of, 
ether men, that on this very account, they failed 
in the fcqnel, in one of the great ends of their u- 
nion. As they felt themfelves, (even exclufive of 
fclf-conceit,) iu many refpe<^ "better than others ; 
they concluded, thnt if their particular endowments, 

U 2 and 
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and their feparate proportions df intelfigence, and 
ifltftion, were throwa by fnendftip into one com* 
mon ftock^ much greater things might be per£ocm<» 
cd by a proper employment of that ftock, than^ 
would otherwife be ppflible for humaft- abilities. 
They now formed plans, and draughts of caftles ;, 
yerj fair and fpacious cadles, which were all de» 
ftroyed, before the foundation was ready to fupport 
them ^ fome by lightning ; fome for want of worl> 
men ; fbrae by (lor my weather ; ibme by the ufc 
of improper mateiials, which difappointed the hope» 
of the artificers, and others from the iiature of 
the ground itfelf, which, was too marfliy, and toa 
treacherous to fufier a good building to (land upon 
it. The work indeed was never relinqiiiflied, oa 
account of the ground-rent being: heightened :• no» 
was it broken off from a confufion of tongues j for 
fhofe workmen that ftill furvive, undevftand one: 
another to this day ; even thofe whom, the lengtb 
and feverity of their labour has rendered incapable 
of common converiation, can flill make themfelveS' 
underftood to the reft, even to the finalleft partis 
cle of fpccch. It was on one of the fweetcft evea- 
ings of their intercourfe, that they bound them- 
felves, in every circumftance of life, to prefcrpc 
their attachxrent for the hue of hope ^ and from 

that 
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that period they went among themfeWes> by the 
name of the Brethren of the Green Alliance. 

Some of thefe fragments t have coUcfted : not" 
with the intention of employing them in- building v 
£br nothing could be made of them^ in that way y 
befides my little trowel has< been long locked up ;. 
and, whenever I fee it> I am unceptaiii^ whether I 
ihould not throw it into the DunuBe^ My- deiigri 
was to {how the unexperienced) by what flight, but 
unavoidable accidents, the bed plans may. be brought 
to nothing,, and that we ought not to* form anr 
if^hich extend beyond the limits our iltuation ha» 
pre(cribed to us — to-confirm^ the maxim, that e- 
Tery one is the artificer of his own- fortune j and 
not as the writers of romances- would perfuade us,, 
that deftiny fometimes interpofes her influence to 
exalt a pair of pepfonages to diilin£tion, whom flxe 
wilhes to ei^hibit in high chara^lers^—ta make 
young.preceptors mora and mor-e attentive, to the 
proper time, and pxoper method of giving, the viva- 
city and fenfibilky of their: pupils, fuch adiredUoa 
as may turn to their advantage; To thefe reafons I 
might add others,, which* for- the pi-efent I Ihali' 
pafs over. 

I begin with: Lambeng^ whom I brought up from 
a boy, whom. I always confldcred and loved as my 
•wn,, and in the recolkAion of whom I ftili delighu 
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He was educated in the great worldj and had there^ 
imbibed, in the moft ample meafure, the few good 
qualities which that world can beftow : but his innate 
rcclitude and modefty of character, could not have 
been blown out of his head, not by the trumpets- 
of the whole earth. When' he was praifed, or de* 
teAed in a g^od a£tiion, he eould blufli up to the^ 
eyes v and even L$hr once tc4d him : *< He who 
looks at you' and has penetrating eyes, muft take: 
you either for an angel or an afs." From his youtb 
upwards, Ite had feen. many interefting fcenes of nlk 
kinds ; perhaps becaufe he was fomewhat anxiout 
to feek them out ;. he had early been inftrufted in 
the art of fufFering \ and thence it was that he had^ 
probably acquired that foftnefi and gentlenefs in 
his whole behaviour ; which might have been called^ 
undlion, if wifdom accorded with that appellation. 
He was not one of thofe people,, who,, as focn as- 
they entev a company, at once annihilate by their 
own faperiority, every perfon who happens to be- 
there ; but in the courfe of a very few daya^. arc 
obliged to give up their pank to thofe they had dif^ 
placed. It was only after -twenty four hours, that 
one began to be icnilble of his merits ;< (tlte exter- 
nal advantages of perfon excepted) but th<^n he 
kept hb flation for ever, and L have never obferved' 
iu any placc^ that people fecmcd to be weary o£ 

hiar 
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%is company. Sometimes you might perceive upon* 
lis count^Daneej all the viAories he had gained o* 
▼er himfelf V all his facrifices and felf-denials» with^ 
out one furrow of repentance ^r regrets His .caft 
features belied none of the qualities of his mind- 
Portraits were at that time in the pofleilion only of 
private families : and people did not hangup, as^ 
now, every where in effigy ; yet, of him^ I have 
a ftriking likenefs^ which, if his hiftory reaches a 
fecond edition, 1 have fome thoughts of givbg to« 
the public, as a* confolation to- his furviving bre-- 
thren, and alefibn of anatomy to my female readers* 
That the letters are. genuine, will, I hope, be 
«afily perceived/ Had they been fabricated at the 
prefent time,, the writer would not have been able 
to avoid> the frequent ufe o£ thofe fafhionable 
phraies, (fuch 2sfielwg^ honcjtj warm, and the like),, 
which give fo high a value to many modern pro- 
;du&ions. The brethren once had all intention of 
jpreferving their letters in a. common repofitory,. 
Hnder the title of the Annals of Friendfliip 5 and 
they are therefore written with greater correftncfs, 
than letters not originally defigned for the prefs, 
I have,' however, found it proper to omit many 
Idlings, to take fome liberties in the way- of aitcraf- 
tiofa,. enlargement, traofpofition, and connexion ;« 
aad ^ Arike out many of Uic Latin^ En^lUh, and 

Greek 
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Greek quotations, to- pvc the whole a more equal 
«nd unifbrm appearance. With regard to paritj 
of language, we have always reckoned it a principal 
point V and I think It is blameable to publifh a book« 
that cannot be ufefiil, at lead: in that view, iiacc 
the moral eSc£t of it b lb verj uncertain. 



LETTER l 

Lambeba u Faber. 

Parii;, 

Three of your letters are yet unanTwered. Sincr 
Lewis has bt^en here, I have lod all inclination to 
write : but he threatens to-day, that ke will not 
ride out with me to our favouzdte grove, till I have 
written to you \ which I aow fit down very willing 
ly to dow The company of one of you was abfo* 
jutely necefTary ; as otherwiie, I ihould have beea 
eaten up* with the ipleen. Tour firil letter rather 
increafed it, in which you blame me for parting 
bom. the Count. You did not ufe to- be one of 
thofe people,, that oppitfefft one when it is toolate, 
with arguing, againil ^sxf proceeding, which muil 
ei neceifity have fecured already, and been found 
•£ nonweight by the gerfon himfeif; and yjet you 

have: 
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I 

have eiDf^oyed^ on the prrfent occaflon, two or> 
threei which I would not anfwer, if I did not ima-* 
pnc to myfelf^ what an affeftionatc and anxioij| 
countenance you muft have worn, when you* wrote 
them down. This alone makes me uneafy }> fora*^ 
to the matter itfelf^ I can aflure yoa^ itr has nevei? 
coft me a moments regret, and I may venture ta 
fey, never wiik Gjuld I have put up with the* 
fellow any longer,, you* may be fure that I would 
not' i^ eafily have reiigned the favouFtle hope I 
had fondly entertained : the hope of beholding % 
lational creature, whole mental accon)pli(hments>, 
and whoie moral principles, I couid look upon a^ 
the work of my o>wn hands. I know that the wholt 
of ye always entertained a good opinion of the 
young man. I did not then dare to- contradidt you t 
nor even yet can I vcntufe to fay, that there is any 
thing in' his conduct morally wrongs and yet I 
could nenaer be heartily attached to him ;, but for 
what reafon, I know not myfclf. He was by idx^ 
too ferious for his age, appeared to have no £»» 
▼ourite object of purfuit, and abandoned his pro-^ 
je£ts upon the flighteft remonftrancc I think, £ 
have obferved, that from fuch youths, propriety 
ef condudl is all that can be looked for ; but fel* 
dom any thing that is great or noble. So long as- 
our honeil Eiheini ti^ veiled ^ong with us^ all went 

oa 
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<m ycrj welL My encomioms on (^>eime(s of cIuh 
raAer and behavioar, my cenfures of fbpp^y^ and ^ 
the fillj affedation of foreign principles, cuftomf^ 
and opinions, had the beft eSc€t, fo long as they 
were fupported by the pgwerful infiuence o(Ekheim\ 
examplej for whom. the Count had a great efteem^ 
as being nearly his equal in rank and fprtunei and 
as being treated in all the German Courts, that we 
irifitedj with very prtlcular marks of diflin^tion. 

At Geneva^ however, he fell in with an Engli/b* 
marly by whofe acquaintance he was totally ruined) 
and who made him fo very great a politicianj that 
I fometimes fufpeded,. he had turned his brain* 
For whole evenings, wlthovt - Internuflion, did 
thefe fools fit together, .and deckle, but I know 
not on what grotmds, on the interefts of nations^ 
and the balance of power. Ton know, that po- 
litics, and fuch kind of ftndies, are by no means 
my forte : * I therefore lent a patient ear to them 
at firft ; tiU I ohfervcd that the Englijbman^s defi- 
ciency did not lie in information^ but in com- 
mon fenfe. My objections were of no avail % for 
it {requently happened, that he knew the very 
thing of which I was ignorant, and then 1 was put 

to 

* Honefb Lamberg! none of.thofe I am at prdent ot^iged 
ta live with, has thy modefty. And what wert thou I 
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=to the bluft.* JFrofn that time, the Count fed 
cpon the idea, of altering at fotne future period, 
and that from the foundation, the finances, ceco- 
nomy, and ftyle of living, in his native country ; or 
at leaft, of making the world believe, that he was 
ft proper pcrfon for the talk. Now, thoughts and 
xnaxFrns madfc then: appearance, which he had 
picked up in his reading, from a thoufand quar*- 
ters, and of which fcarcely any thing was his own : 
religion, virtue, policy, philofophy, obfervance, 
manlinefs, and efiemlnacy ; all thefe mingled to- 
^ether, foritted a terrible medley ; with which h^ 
-^arniflied, over not only his countenance, but his 
!head and his heart ; and which made him always the 
tnorc difgufting to me, as I faw myfelf obliged to 
relinquifli the hope, of his ever laying any of it 
mfide. When we got to Paris ^ it w^as ftiU worfe. 
T*he defire of appearing a great man, fo corapleat- 
lyfwallowedup eVery* other pailioh; that he did 

not 

* He was ndt acquainted with the art of turning the cott- 
Tcrfation on the tnbjeds he knew. Often has he ftood in 
ia tompany belide me, full charged with information on the 
Hotter in difpute: a yirord from him would have decided 
the queftion ; I nodded to him, and fpufhed him : but he 
.was /till iilent. Nor was this from flownefs; for he thought 
rapidly, and expreft bimfelf with elegance ; but bccaufe he 
H:oncluded that thofe gentlemen, who fpoke fo much aboilt 
iftiul^ji^, would furely hit upoa aU t|ut he knew of it. 
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not once difcover any fymptQins^f lave. Where-* 
ever the minifter of finance was to be /een, there 
did my Count pufh in behind him. He dragged 
his countrymen along through the anti-chambex^ 
.and recomoiended them, where^Hobody cared for 
•bis rcconvmendatjon.; took them .with ixim to the 
|>ublic bnildings, and prated awaj about things of 
^hich he had fcarce anjr knowledge, becaufe they 
happened to have ftill lefs. I .faw Mm once fetting 
^ut, and he fat In his carriage with fnch an air of 
importance, as if he had been ^oing to xecom- 
inend the whole of Paris to the Minifter of Police. 
£ut it would be endlefe to repeat .all the foolifli 
things wfaichliedid^ and all the{)roper things which 
lie omitted. At laft I perAiaded *him ^to continue 
rhis travels, and got quit of him, under the pro- 
itcnee of not being able to. run about any longcc 
He offered me a. falary, whic4i I xe&icd^ for I|e 
is a little infcfked with .the .fin of parfimony. He 
aaow plays a great part in his native land, and my 
rmanagement is there extoiled to the >£kies. The 
<old Count lately Tent tne about twenty thou&nd 
dollars, of which I accepted, becaufe I knew I had 
^ithfuUy earned them, ,and 'becaufe -they ^camejiA 
:theh very feafonably, 

^; My fituation fincc has been very agreeable, i 
4utve frequently had two /or three places in tof 

'ChoicCt 



i'HE mST0RY OF LAMBERG. 241 

-clioice^ yet I have ftUl remained free, I have been 
much better pleafed with Paris this time, than Z 
was^the laft, in whith I caise to it with this thought | 
in my head : ^ttd Ram^faciam? Mentiri nefcio *. 
'I have got acquainted with many honeft people,, 
•and where nature produces fuch wines as in France^ 
iow can fhc fail in the produftion of men ? Cities 
and nations nnift be viewed and examined more 
*^han once, at different periods of life, and in dif* 
ferent drcumftances, before one fhould venture X» 
pafs judgment upon then>w I muft indeed work 
^hard, butthat does me good. My head and heart 
qn the mean time can do nothing worfe. In truth, 
'Faber, life 4s enjoyed only by him, who muft fteal 
every, moment of relaxation from nnfinifhed bufii 
*iaefs.' To fit down quietly, and ruminate on pafjb 
^tranfa^lions, is the moft pitiable life that I know; 
To long, at leaft, as the bodily faculties urge, or 
vpermit us to do better. You aik, in what my la- 
4)our8 properly confift ? In every thing, and they 
arc more important, than you nlight perhaps fup- 
^pofe* I have been working for nearly a half year 
<Qpon two dedudions for the ■ ■ t/h Ambaffador, 
"irhich have procured me a good deal both of mo*, 
ijiey and influence ; fo that I beg you will let me 
imow, what vdfhes our friend Gadehatim entertains 
» X .. ^ with; 

-• '* What ihaU I do at Rome, who Cannot lie i 
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with regard to his advancement^ becaufe I imagine 
I fliall be able to ferve him. The- ambailkdor is a 
pleafant fellow, who in his younger days mud have 
been a great finner; and even yet calls to mind his 
frailties, without I'epentance, or rather with com* 
placency. He is a willing fpeAator of the weakneis 
of others, and even fometimes feels a fatisfa£tioo, 
in vifiting the moft fafhionable bagnios. This e^fy 
temper, and his being born a courtiei;'^ has given 
)iim both in fpeech and manneri , that afiability and 
high polifh^ which make pepple of his kind fo en- 
gaging, and procure them fo much influence with 
all, who only meet them . in company^ and have 
nothing farther to do.with.them. To»this he adds 
an excellent underftanding and a good heart ; fuch 
a good heart at lead, as is commonly pofleiled hy 
jnen of the world ; no ftar, where the cardinal vir- 
tues ftick out in fharp points;, but a well rubbed, 
well filed, well poliflied globe. But I muft fay to 
Jbis honour, that none of the points have beea for- 
cibly broken off, and that of each of them^ there 
is ftill a little fmooth knob to be feen. The occa- 
fion of our intimate acquaintance. is fomewhat co« 
micah He frequently vifits the houfe of Lady G. 
with whom I was a little in love. Oneevening, on 
leaving her affembly, I was obliged to prefs through 
4the. carriages in the court-yard, to come at my own, 

»whiclL 
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•which was ftanding without, when an ofEcer came 
up behind me, and very politely begged me to give 
up my pretenfions to the lady, in favour of Prince 
G. ; as otherwifc he was conimiffioned to fight mo 
a little. To this I might have made a hundred 
fmarf anfwers ; but I was taken by furprife, and . 
ftid nothing. Next morning I told the aflFair to 
Lady G. who found itneceflary tt) repeat it to the 
amabaflador, and he immediately offered me the 
proteftion of his houfe. Since this, we have lived 
in clofe intimacy^ and his experience is of ufe to me 
on many.ocCafions;; F work for him^ and he ha$ 
the goodhcfs, not td take to himfelf tlie credit of 
my labours, but prefents them to the king and the 
cabinet with the greateft encomi^ims.^ They on the 
©tl • r hand are fo well fatisfied with them, as never 
once to have hinted their difapprobation at his ha- 
ving intruded a perfon, who was not in office, with 
the management of fuch important affairs. 

As for my love— -LVw/ can tell you about it, 
when ye meet; He has {ten the lady, and found 
Her more charming even than I did. Love here is 
fttch "an eafy matter — the way with one is the way 
^th all. One may even venture to name the day 
iand hour j and yet, when the day arid hour come, 
you will find them fomething very pretty. For 
jtoiirfelf, and the fiery fellows your brethren, this 

X 2 - indeed 
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indeed would have nothing attraftivc } for here z. 
love-ftorm is as harnilefs as a florin at the opera ; 
but on this account one who is a lover here^ isr not 
the lefs able to mind his buiinefs; and is never re- 
duced to the neceffity of becoming a traitor td 
friendfhip or his country. This I knowj that in- 
Germatjy they played at footrball with my. heart— -^ 
but none of them fhall make a fool of me again t 
My motto is now : Sportive Love.* What we ufed: 
to read in the Journals of the above-mentioned} 
Alight J paffion among the French^ does not look fb< 
formidable upon a nearer view. All is here impu- 
. ttd to lovCj which often might more properly be- 
charged to the accompt of ambition, lewdnefs, ' on- 
a paiDon for gaming. The French^ in pronouncing 
Je vous adore, feel not a whit more, than whatrWQ 
felt, when we w.ere obliged to repeat in. the clafi,, 
Amo -te ; / love ihee^* 

I could ftill write you about a thoufand things^, 
if I had but time y for I have inclination enough.. 
I have colkfted a variety of obfcrvations upon the 
literati 1 ere, upon, the court, and the military pro« 
feffion, if I had them' only down upon paper. Next 
opportunity you (hall liave fome of them. 

But however favourably I may be inclined to 

judge 

* Poor feltow, thom art playing in the funihioe, regard* 
kfs of tlie thunderftorm over thy head. 
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jidge of Frame and its inhabitants^ yet I long mucK 
for my native land. It is not merely a paflion for 
Home ; that is over with me, fince I paid it a Tifit, 
three years ago ; it is the defire of being with you^ 
all, arid of arriving at length at my finaW^leftina-' 
tton, which I here neither can nor wifhto find* 

Live in unity, my dear brethren *,' and believe 
me, when I affure yon, that there is not upon earthc- 
any friend fhip fimilar to our's ; and it would be fin- 
Ifil, if we did' not enjoy it to the utmoffc I'flialt 
remain true to the end.' H^re and elftwhere I have 
indeed tafted days of inifth, andnight^ of pjeafure; 
Wilt, what are they all,' when put in competitioa-* 
with a few hours of a fingle evening, fpent, as we 
iJrere acculloitied to fpcnd'them together, in reafon-- 
ihg over our coflfee about time and eternity. Of 
thofe ^matters in which we muft' always remain chil- 
dren, children themfelves fpeak atlcaftin the moft' 
natural and interefting manner. And then our* 
climbing over- rocks, our weeping in the wood, oup^ 
madnefs over a flaik of wine — oh, buds and bloC-- 
fbmsare much more. beautifuL than half-ripp fruit. 

I have enough to tell yotu' Oh that I had you ^ 
aH but once more together, were it even in a gar- 
ret, wKere half of us would be obliged to fit .upon 
the table -, and a mug of the pooreft Vine befide us,. 
lioW'I would make you both laugh and cry. There 

3L 3 aro.; , 

A 
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are feme carious paiTages in my hiftory. I wager- 
it would make Katiz bite through feveral pipes. 

Letvis falutes you and the rcfV. His viyacity has- 
led him into fome difagreeable fcrapes, from which 
my ambaiFador has with difficulty cleared him» 
The police here muft not be jefted with y and the 
young officers know the fnare, and arc very ready 
to pufh a ftranger into it. But you cannot imagine 
how happy I am with him. With all other men I- 
had only prattled ; but he was the firft fince I left 
you, with whom I was again able to converfe. 

Write me foon,.. but no ' more of the women ;; 
whom I have wholly forgotten, even to their names;^. 
If there has any thing appeared of conJkquence in^ 
natural hiftory,' let me know. After the effbrt| 
which this monftrous letter has coft me, you can- 
not take it amifs,, if another does not follow fo ft>on.. 

Live happily,, and think often on me.. Iremaiu 
Always the old man. 



s 



LETTER IL 

Lamberg to L0HR» 

Paris: 

YOltR letter has been here more than a week v« 

but I a» <Mily this day returned from Medridi The 
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£x hundred dollars I indeed have, and they ajre a^ 
your fervice. But this, brother^ and a couple of 
hundreds more, with good health, ie my whole for- 
tune, which I have earned with difficulty, and pre^ 
fcrve with care. What I may gain in future, I 
mud work for; and my ability tp do that, may- 
fail. You well know, that I ftand alone without 
fupport ; and my conflitution is by no means one 
of the ftroBgeft. I muft eonfefs alfo, that I have 
occafion for the money: it is therefore your bufi-» 
nefs to examine, whether your neceffities are more 
iirgentr If it can wholly relieve you from perplex^ 
ity, and is the only method of faving you from dis- 
grace, and enfuring the future happinefs of your 
life I give me but a hint, and by my love and duty^. 
it fhall be with you by the.firft poft. But if it 
would be nothing but a mere palliative, if you could 
not fatisfy all demands with it, and wilh only ta- 
fpare yourfelf a flight humiliation, let me keep the 
money, becaufe it is better that one of us Ihould 
iuffer, who has good profpefts behind, than that 
we fliould both be totally ruined-r— Confider this'-T— 
Six weeks &om this date fhall the money be un-» 
touched. Three words from you fhall be fufficieat. 
Heaven help us all to dry land. (>uraU et vof^ 
met rebujfervate fecundiu Thi^k affcftionately oa 
ine^^ thou, faithful friend* 

. Pofi/cri^L 
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Pojifcript, Better ftill — I write by this poft ta^ 

Monf. de F.' ordinary commlflTary of m^rhie in , 

who will pay you<the money, upon preftnting your" 
bill drawn on me, yet this order will only remain'' 
in force four weeks after the receipt; that I vavfj 
Icnow when I can difpofe again of my money.. 



LETTER III. 

Lamberg to Faberv 

AS you are the perfon of all' our fraternity, who* 
have hitherto fhown yourfelf fhe moft faithful cor- • 
refpondent, you (hall be -iiril informed "of my good" 
fortune, and "that Inow hope very foon to be with': 
you. Laft nrght the ambaiTador fliowed'me a let-- 
ter in which the miniCter writes him, that the two* 
place* were vacant, to one of which I fhould be ap- 
pointed immediately^ and'that he depended upon^^ 
the amb'aflador's aflurance that T would certainly ac-- 
cept* it. This affurance he had Indeed given, with- 
out confulting me i but; as he tells me, under fuch" 
conditions, that they fhould not offer me-any thing- 
difagreeable. But he knows undoubtedly from other 
information, what it is. At all events, it is fure bread," 
upon which I can venture id taisfe a wife^ and have^ 

thcr 
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the pleafure of hearing Gertnsn fpoken at my table. 
I could not have remained here four, weeks longer : 
all are turned againft me on account of a ftory, which 
I will briefly relate to you. Ten or twelve people 
of confequence io France^ and as many, or rather 
more in Eng/andy have formed a copartnery for an- 
extenflve commercial projeft, as they term it : but 
which I cannot defcribe accurately, becaufe I never 
half underftood It. They intruded me with th^ 
management of their correfpondence to Englatid^ 
I was furprifed at firA, that they (bould promifa 
ine^fo large afalaryfor the condu6b of a bufinefs^ 
which a hundred others might have done better 
and cheaper \ I however dofed with. their pfopofaIa« 
Soon after they fent me to L$ndon with letters ; foe 
which they recommended to me tlie greateil care t 
but which, had. they been merely letters of bufineia 
as they pretended, might hai^ been fent with equal 
propriety by poft. In London^ one of thefe people 
offered me money, if I. would give my aiGirance to 
another of them, that a certain Mr V. was not ia 
their partner (hip. Laiked him with feme warmth^ 
how he could fuppofe I Was a perfon to do fuch a. 
thing. Can fuch a propofal» replied he, difg^-ace a. 
man, who, for a fum of money, is knowo to reveal 
the fecrets of the court that employs him ? As he 
perceived. I was highly and ieriouily afironted, ha 

a£ked. 
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alked me to come- back in the afternoon ; whenj 
after many precautions^ and much preparation, he 
let me know that 1 was taken for the real fecretary 
to the embaffy, from whom they expelled, by 
means of bribery, to obtain all the information th'ey 
wanted j and at great many more Ihocking things* 
I faw fo that he concealed a- great deal : but he 
advifed me without making any noife about the 
matter to get free from my engagement under fome 
pretence ; and net to kt them know that I had ai- 
ny fufpicions, becaufe they were powerfijl enough to- 
biaft my charader, and would then be under z- 
neceffity of profecuting me. ' I faw already, in i— 
kiagination, my name declared infamous, and my^ 
- felf a ftigitive through the world. I immediately, 
fent* notice of it to my ambaflador, and likewife tolct^ 
the affair to our refident in Loucbrtf who gave me the* 
▼ery fame. advice; which I loft no time -in following;. 
On my return, I was congratulated very, folcmnly by 
the amballador, upon my good fortune in efcaping , 
fo imminent a danger. What it was he would not. 
tell me; -perhaps he did not very well know him*- 
felf. An anonymous letter of warning which I fbon • 
after received, difgufted me entirely with my rc- 
fidence here : and juft in this period of difcontcnt; 
arrived the intelligence of my advancement. Thank 
keaven> whofe ailiftance has. been always near to 
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wntf whenever I had occaiion for it. 1 wifh I could 
only fct ofF to-morrow. 

Y ou may write me once more. Send me a lift 
of thofe places, where our friends refide. I mean 
to.make a tour thrQ\xg)x Germany, and viiit the bre- 
thren. Oh, how I thirft.for Rhenyb wine at the 
fountain-head: Tunc libera pede pulfanda tellus* 

Farewel, my trueft friend, till we meet. You have 
probably feen Lewis , who would give you a difmal 
pifture of my fiate of mind, for he left me juft at 
the worft time. But now all is right again with me* 
Send a fliort notice to all our friends, that they 
jfsizj be at home when I viHt them. Adieu. 



LETIER IV. 

'JBlutot /^ Lambertg. 

(Tranjlated.) 

Baris» 
TOR God's fake. Sir, will you then leave us ? 
Three times have we called; at your lodgings, but 
mcver were fo lucky as to find you at home. Wc 
were told that you were bufy preparing for your 
•departure, and we know' that your fpirlt is fuffi- 
acifiatly jexalted^. to. incline you to depart without 

bidding 
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bidding us farewel ; bet think not, Sir, that otkr% 
is fo abjeft, as to allow you to leave us in this man- 
ner, without, either in word or writing, having the 
fiitisfaftion to tell you, that we fliall never forget 
the obligations we lie- under to your generofity. . O- 
thcrs ar-c anxioys to conceal their departure, thjtt 
they may not be cxpofed to troublefome demands-: 
you alone keep out of the way, to avoid the acknow- 
ledgments of thofe you have obliged, and the gra- 
titude of thofe you have rendered happy. From 
our acknowledgments (conceal yourfelf as you will^ 
we arc however determined that you fhall not^fcape, 
-were we even to follow you to the borders of jFra««^ 
Be lb good then as leave us a note of information, 
when you imagine you will be found at home, or 
Tather when we may expeft to fee you. Take care 
and do not deceive us j -we have not yet had any 
experieiice of it % but ftifled gratitude may be 4an- 
gq^'ous. 



LETTER V. 

...» ^ 

Blutot to Lamb^rg. 

- YCKT do not then wifli to fee us, and that fer 
Tcafons Whichjou de^liae ^to-mentioDu :Of theie 

reafoas 
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Teafons I can conjedure a part ; but hear me onlj^ 
fny dear Sir. 

When chance trondufted yon to t>trr fniferable 
'dwelling, and I confefled to you, that indigence 
which was no fault of my own ; you Teemed to be 
ftrack with the appearance of my daughter. Yott 
looked at her frequently during my relation, znd 
Wter it was ended, you ftood up, and faid, throw- 
ing upon her a penetrating glance ; Good people, 
1 will help yon, if I can. We took you then for 
ieme generous EttgliJIjman^ who, according to the 
<:uflom of his country, can throw away a fum of 
money, without caring where it lights. But when 
we faw that you continued your bounty, what could 
we think, but that a generous libertine had a mind 
to purchafe the inclinations of our child. Both my 
wife and I wore of this opinion, but without com- 
municating it to one. another. I trufted much in' 
my daughter's virtue— my wife went farther (flie is 
a woman. Sir) ; and feeing the ueceffity of your af^ 
fiftance being continued, gave her daughter inftruc-^ 
tions to amufe you. To any one in the world but 
yourfelf. Sir, I fhould bluih to make fuch a con- 
feffion. By thofe who knew us both in profperity 
and adverfity, our honour was never called in quefl 
tion I and it was only becaufe wc never had met 

Y with 




I 
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with your equal, that our charadler was fuUicd witk 
this ftain. 

I ibon /aw that your goodnefs to us was not to 
be laid to the account of my daughter ; even my 
^ wife gave up this idea 5 but, Sir, the evil was al- 
ready done ; my daughter had already given you 
her heart. How could we .blame her on account 
of a paffion, which even her mother had contribu- 
ted to raife, and for which Ihe could plead but 

I dare not go farther ; for I know tliat your mo- 
defty is equal to your merit, arid that you would 
hear any thing rather than your own praife. 

It would be ungrateful in me to be the means of 
difturbing the repofe of a heart fo fympathetic as 
your's ; for I know, that after you had fecured our 
felicity, you avoided us merely on this account. 
But, Sir, I am the father of an only daughter, 
whofe perfonal attraftions are her leaft recommen- 
dation ; and feel, within myfelf, (for why fliould I 
be afhamed to fpeak with fincerity before my bene-^ 
faflior ?) I feel that I am not aUogether unworthy 
of being the father of a man like you. In confe- 
quence of your generous and well-timed affiftance, 
my affairs are at prefent in fuch a fituatbn, that I 
fliall foon l>e able, with the bleffing of providence, 
to fecure a confiderable fortune for my daughter, 
fl^t 70W benefits muft not render you unhapi^. 
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Aft, therefore, my dear Sir, according to the dic- 
tates of your own inclination 5 and either come and 
take leave of us, or fet out without feeing us, or 
writing a word — you will at any rate fet out, ac- 
companied by the prayers and wiQies of three hearts^. 
two of which, by their warmth and confidence, 
Slight have called down, in the patriarchal ages^ 
bleflings or curfcs upon a whole nation. Return, 
man of virtue, to your native country, and thero 
enjoy that heaven upon earth, which your behavi- 
our here hasTo juftly deferved ; — return, and tell 
there, that you once in your life met with grateful 
people; while I fhall have the pl'eafure of telling 
here, that I once met with a generous man ; — re- 
turn, and live fo hapjnly, that we may be forgotten 
in the midft of your joy : only, if you fliould ever 
have occafion for fcrvices which no man can aflc 
from another, let our exiftence occur to your re»- 
membrance. Return, return.—— 

In my deepeft diftrefs, Sir, I never wept 5 and 
yet this letter is wet with my tears. 

My daughter would have charged me with a 
thoufand commiffions — Intreat him to come and 
fee us but for once ; beg him to write me but one 
letter — and fiich idle petitions as thefe — But you 
know what is beft for us. Permit me only, my 
dear Sir, to give you the voluntary teftimony of a 

Y 2 fathei: 
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father— -a time may come, when it wiU perhaps be 
agreeable—that neither by look, word, or aAion,, 
have you given my daughter reafon to expedl more 
from you than what you have performed* Should 
flie fall a viftim to her hopelefs paffioa, and leave 
her parents without comfort 5^ not a figh of hcr'sj^ 
sot a tear of our's, could be charged to your accounU 
Farewel^ Sir^ and may God blefs you* 



LETTER VL 

Lamberg to Fabeiu 

Pariu 

CONCEIVE my happinefs— I am almoft intoxi- 
cated. I am appointed rcfident at the i/b court 
—only five miles from you, my friend. I fct out 
to-morrow ; and mean to pafs through jilface and 
Suabia, to fee Ekbcim, Fredericj Fifchery and the reft.. 
If you have leifure, ride over, and look out a dwell- 
ing for me 5 but do not hire it. I leave Paris wil- 
lingly, although I would gladly take one or two 
good people along with me. As foon as I reach 
— — , I will let you know. 

If you know a proper perfon for a chamberlain^ 

engage him for me, and let him wait me in ■> 

Farcwel. 

LETTER 
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LETTER Vir. 



hAUBERG-ta-TABEVIX 



M- 



■■HiiMtf^ 



X r AM this very moment arrived, and fend youj 
an exprefs immediately, to beg you, if poflible, to 
repair to-morrow evening to A ^ ■ ■ , where I will 
come. I have many things, aboat which I mult 
fpeak with you — I bring good liquor with me. If 
you could come along with me hither, the day af- 
ter, and fiay with me a week or fo ; I ftiould bc- 
very happy. 

Many thanks, by the bye, for your kind attention*.- 
But I have no occafion for houfhold furniture ; of 
which I found. great {lore provided for me here, hy 
a good friend in Parisy whom I once had an oppor- 
tunity of ferving.- ^ 

I leave this to-morrow, noon. You will proba** 
bly ride, and fo we may arrive ar the fame time.. 
I fliail Team to-morrow, whether I (hall have my 
firft audience this weelr. 

• I am not in very good fpirits — Perhaps the ra«* 
pidity of my journey has hurt me — Your company 
will foon cure me. 

Come then, to-morrow, and embrace <:ordiall|f 
your Lamberg. 

Y 3, LEITER. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Faber to Lambeeg. 

WHAT, in all the world, arc you doing ? Have 
you got lazy, or proud, or have you fallen in love i 

• 

In three weeks, not a iingle line ( To four letters^ 
which required anfwers, no reply I Tou told Kor-- 
tier, you would anfwer next day. You have been 
three times denied to my baron. What is the mat« 
ter ? I tell you, Lamierg, i-f I have no letter irota 
you, this Friday morning, before evening ; I will 
be in your houfe. I muft fpeak with you once 
more^ before my departure for Saxotij* 



LETTER IX. 

Lambe&g to Faber. 



I WAS hindered from writing, by a multiplicity 
4>f aflfairs, which crouded upon me, one after ano- 
ther J for my prefent employment ieems calculated 
only for an ignorant rafcal. Bartc/s got the me- 
morial from me, night before laft. The manu- 
fcript is incloTcd i but indeed, brother, I have not 

jet 
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yet had leifure to read it. It will, however, do 
▼ery well. I have taken care of the Stutgard bufi- 
nefs, and you will perhaps hear more of it before 
your departure. If you came to me at prefent, you 
would have little pleafure in being with me, I am 
fo full of bufinefs and avocations* Come, however^ 
before you fet out. 

Have patience with me — Tou know, the leafons 
in which I ne^leA my friend% never laft long witljk 
sie«. 



LETTER X. 

Faber to Lamberg; 

Sasconj;^ 
I fee that one muft write to you frequently, be- 
fore they can expeft to know any thing of y-our mo^ 
tions. I know you will ftare at the contents of this^ 
letter, but I muft and will write to you all that Z 
think. Certain aSairs are at prefent in agitation^ 
about which you will neither fpeak not write ; but 
we luckily know that you are fomewhat fi.ckle. It 
is high time that your friends fhould interpofe, and 
deliver you from the troublefome burden of referve. 
Tour whole behaviour when I was laft with you ^ 
the uncommon uneailnefs and perple^ty of your 

Iftoka-i 
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looks ; your want of appetite, and filence in coni' 
verfation ; your evening excurflons, nobody knew 
whither j the fccrccy obferved by your French kr* 
▼ant ; your Ijtrangencfs of behaviour and refervc 
even to me ; and efpecially, that evening you fup- 
ped with the major, your not taking me along, but 
•Rowing me to accept ofB.^s invitation j — all thefe,. 
•nd other dangerous fymptoms, were ijufficient to 
perfuade me, that fomething was the matter. But 
farther — I was lall night at a brilliant fupper, which 
was given in honour of captain 5/-t > who is late- 
ly returned from your place. Among feveral other' 
pieces of news, he mentioned the arrival of a new^ 
i/h refidcnt, a very gentecLman, and a fcholar.. 
1 gave my baron the wink, not to betray our inti- 
macy, and pretending to know you but very (light- 
ly, took occafion to qucftion the captain farther. 
He told me that you fecmed to be a pcrfon of taile, 
and was a very good judge bothof roufic and paint* 
ing ; that you- had a pair of handfome horfes, and 
"Was a good horfeman ; that your houfe was furnifli- 
cd with great ekgance, but that you was neither 
attached to the court, nor the literati, nor yet to 
the feniale circles ; that there was, however, a cer- 
tain young lady, with whom you appeared to be 
much taken, as your attentions in that quarter had 
bcea very particular. He added, that your refi^ 
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dcnce there was not likely to be very brilliant, as 
you had not yet given one public entertainment. 
I naturally enquired, if I knew the girl ? He named 
her, and told me, with all the difcretion of a prac- 
tifed cavalier, that he knew nothing againA her^ that 
fhe was reckoned bandfome v had a good fortune ^ 
was above twenty ; and that feveral matches had been 
mentioned for her, which had been afterwards bro- 
ken off. More he either could not or would not fay. 

And now it would undoubtedly be fbUy in me^ 
tit this didance, and before I know whether the 
matter be really ferious, to think of giving advice 
to you, who are ten times better acquainted with: 
the fex than royfelf. This, however, I muft fay \ 
a girl above twenty, in fiich circumftanccs, and yet 
unmarried — I fear there muft be a flaw fomewhere* 

You fee I know fomething of the affair already 5 
and it will therefore be the eaficr for you to confcfs. 
Write me then directly, and very circumftantially, 
not how the matter came about, (for that I can 
conjefture tolerably well \ and referve the particu- 
lars till forae evening that we are together) ; but in 
what fituation it ftands at preient \ and then I ihall 
know what I am about, and what advice it will be 
proper to give you. 

Write me foon, and at great length. I muft ftaf 
here anotlier fortnight, 

LETTER 
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LETTER XL . 
Lamberg to Amelia*. 

I HAD laft night the misfortune to l?rcak your* 
fan ; and as you will undoubtedly have occafion for 
another, in the place wliere we are to meet to-day, 
and where I promife myfelf fo much pleafure, be 
pleafed to accept of the one I have fent you. It j» 
indeed foraewhat dearer than your own \ but he. 
ought not furely to efcape unpunifhed, who givis> 
a moment'^s uneafinefs to an amiable woman* 



LETTER XlL 
Amelia io Lamberc. 

A Punishment, which we chufe for ourfclves^, 
IS nothing. I fhall endeavour to find out for you, 
one that will make a deeper impreffion. 

I am forry that, on account of a flight indifpofS- 
tion, I cannot be of the party to-day ; my father, 
however, will have the honour of feeing you. 

LEITER 
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LETTER XIIL 

Lamberg to Amelia. 

THIS, my dear Madam, if too bad. J thought 
I had to do with a reafonable woman ; but you treat 
mc with all the feverity of a tyrant, nay with the 
unforgiving ref.ntment of ^ Juno — Not to accept 
what is juftly due to you, and, beiides, to puniit 
your poor debtor, by depriving him of the happi* 
jaefs of a whole day — I fly to appeafe you. 



LETTER XIV. 

Amelia to Lamberg. 

I AM forry that I cannot receive your vifit, as I 
•m at prefent confined to bed. I wi£h you muck 
tcntertainment to-day. 



LETTER XV. 
Lamberg to Faber. 



i \ 



CIVE yourfelf no trouble. I know not myfdf^ 
nrhether I am in love. It is no cuftom of mine, 

you 
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you know, to trifle with unmarried women 5 and 
as for being ferious, I have fcarcely thought of it, 
I mean indeed to marry, and that foon j but whe- 
ther the lady you mention will be the perfon, old 
father Time can aloae dctermme. Every body 
praifes her ; but I fidpeA the encomiums of match^ 
makers, and will examine her with my own eyes. 
She has good fenfe, wit, and fenfibility, and juft 
as much of the acid in her temper, as- is neceflTary 
to give a variety to life. Had it not been that her 
behaviour to me is at times mingled with a dafh of 
coquetry, I might perhaps have been adlually ena- 
cnouredj and before this have declared my paflion. 
To retreat, in proportion as a lover advances, is an 
artifice, which can be ufeful only till it be difcover-. 
ed ; but fo foon as a woman is caught in it, wc 
think we have a right to treat her as a detected fpy. 
Fortunately for me, I can ftill do fo 5 and when fhc 
is fometimes fo cruel, as to ftay away from a com- 
pany, where Ihe knows I am anxioufly expefting 
her prefence, that fhe may enjoy the idea of my a- 
morous uneafinefs ; on thefe occafions, I take care 
to revenge myfelf, by behaving in ja manner fo re- 
markably chearfiilly, as feldom fails of being re- 
ported to her ; and the good creatiu-e is fo obliging 
^ to (how. me her vesLation at our next meeting, 

and 
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lind hint that flie would have expcftcd a very diffe- 
rent behaviour. 

Dear Faber^ you know that my whole life has 
been one chain of painfttl feelings. Remain thou 
faithful, for I am thine. 

As you have ilow aflumed the office of a confi- 
dent, you muft not expeft to have the honour for 
nothing. I wi{h, in your return, you could find 
fome pretence for vifiting Mifs B, of jB. the daugh-^ 
ter of colonel B, With her my Amelta\xt^s up st 
conftant correfpondence ; and although women arc 
even more affefted in their ititercourfe with each 
other, than with us; yet who can tell, but fomea< 
* thing may be gathered in that quarter. 



LETTER XVL 
Faber to Lamberc. 

'IT was impoflible foi" us to come round by Af— j 
^becaufe we were ahready too late, and your com- 
mifiion detained us a day more at E* The girl i$ 
a goofe, from whom nothing can be learnt, becaufe 
{he knows nothing. I have perufed a couple of 
.your goddefs's letters, which, though they con- 
tained little or nothing, were written in a very mat 

Z culine 
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culine ftile. In one of them, there was mentio* 
of you, in fuch a way, as will make you very proud. 
After a defcription of three pages long, of a certain 
Pdyb count, to the mighty conqueft of whofe heart, 
your Amelia invites her correfpondent ; fhe tells 
her with all poffible frugality of language, that the 
new rcfident was ftill unmarried, but that he was 
fufpefted to be too much of a fcholar. You muA, 
quite contrary to your former cuftom, have put on 
there the airs of a pedant. The mother, who was 
befide, faid : ^^ I thought that E,mily was engaged." 
The filly girl replied, that {he -knew nothing of the 
matter, and looked as if flie was telling, the truth. 
As a lover, you are now entitled to enter upon the. 
neceffary inquiries. 

I would not by any means,-my dear brother, prefs 
upon you my advice or opinion ; I, who am fo con- 
scious of my own inferiority, both in point of pene- 
tration and experienc(i : but with regard to the fair 
fex, you are weak, you are not yourfelf, however 
well you may manage, when your heart is at liber- 
ty. Of this we have already had fonje inftaiice§j 
and I fcarcely think that France has improved yo.u% 
For all our friends, I have often trembled, but ne- 
ver for you, but when you was in love. What a 
pity would it be, if your glorious career fhould be 
. »ow interrupted by an aft of folly. I wifli not fpr 

the 
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the office of warning a fwimmer, in what particular 
fituation he is in danger ^ but this you muft pro- 
'mife me : becaufe I have a right to deipand it;' that 
you will not take any ftcp of confequencc, without 
letting me know of it beforehand. Good friends 
are often trouhlefome on fuch occafions j but I pro- 
mife you, that I will never be. If matters do not 
ttfrn out well, you will at leaft have fomebody b&- 
^ fides yourfelf to blame : and that fomebody I will , 
willingly be.* 

Young Manhntn is the bearer of this letter. I 
hbpe you will like him — you will foon fee that hk 
is too accomplifhed fop-a mere tr^nfcriberj but he 
muft fubmit to itifbr the prefent." Be thou his fa- 
ther ; for he has neither father nor brother on earth. - 
He is yet young-s biit his heart is full of the beft 
difpofitioiis*^ He will tell you his little melancholy 
ftory. I think, whin he has got good cloaths, and 
new linens^ he will be quite another man. Many 
a one has been improved in the fame way. Attend 
to him, and mould hfm by degrees, to our purpofe^ . 
that in due time he may become one of us. 

You have herewith a large packet of letters. 
You will fee from them, how the eyes of us all are 
fixed upon you. Lead us not aftray. Write a word 
of confolation to poor Henry. He has not in the 
whole country a fingle friend, except the fun, moon, 

-J 
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and liars, wkh whom lie caa excliange i kind 
word. 

As foon as I can, I will come over to jrou> vbcr^' 
Cier it be agreeable or not. 

(T* i* Caniinutd.). 
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Alexander, hereditary Prince of W. took it 
into his head> as many German Princes have done 
biefore him, to make the tour of 7/j/y. .- whether 
with a view of fcattering his patrimonial treafures^> 
or of colledUng a frefh ftock of knowledge •, I can- 
Wt well fay. Suffice it, that he travelled 5 and the 
only circumftance which diftinguifhed him from^ 
the greater part of his prcdeceflors in that expedi- 
tion, was the attendance of Chamberlain E. one of 
the beft informed perfons in all Germany. 

It may be ealy fuppofed, that, in fuch a tour, 
the city of Venice would not be negkfted. A place 
of fo much Hiagnificence, and fo Angular in manjr 
rcfpefts, pleafed the Prince fo much, that he pro- 
longed his ftay in it far beyond the period he had 
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firft appointed. His generofity and affability made" 
him univerfally beloved 5 and he foon found him-- 
felf in a focial circle, compofed of the moft illuftrl- 
ous familiesj'the cultivation of whofe focicfey was 
highly agreeable. 

One thing only he felt unpleafant. Whenever " 
he was invited to the houfes of any of the firft no- - 
bility, the entertainment was always concluded with ^ 
a fhort Italian drama, the objeft of which wa§ con- - 
fhintly to ridicule fome one or other of the German > 
cuftoms. The Prince, who was confcious that h^ • 
did not ppffefs here the fame authority tis in his na- 
tive country, put up with this, however reluftant- 
ly, in filence ; and his example was followed by all < 
his attendants, except only the Chamberlain above - 
mentioned. 

He, on the other hand, confcious of his own tsC- - 
lents, and the fuperiority of his nation, affured his * 
friends often that he meant to be revenged for thii • 
irifult, and that nothing but his knowledge of the 
vindiftive temper of the Venetiansy had hitherto 
prevented him from putting in execution a projeft 
hfe had already conceived for- that purpofe. 

The hour of their xieparture was now at hand ; 
and the Prince, td fhow his gratitude for their hoC- 
pitality, invited all his former entertainersi on^the 
Tcry day before he was to fet out. They repaired " 
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to hioiN in great numbers ; the whole day was fpent 
Ih conviviality ; the fupper was already over ; and 
they were on the point of fitting down to the card 
tables^ when the Chamberlain E. in the politeft. 
manner^ thus began to addrefs the company : . 

<< Ye have oftQn delighted the eyes and ears of 
the Prince my mafter^ by dramatic pieces^ which^ . 
as the^ were Italian^ could not but be good. It i»^ 
indeed impoifible for him, at prefeht, to repay you 
with any thing of equal value \ but it would flatter 
him not. a little, if ye would deign to attend for a 
few minutes to a Girman piece, prepared with as > 
much care, as it was^ poffible to do it here." 

AH, even the Prince, were aftonifhed. He in- 
deed had fome fuiplcion of what was to follow j bi^t: 
attended, with no Icfs curiofity, his Chambcrlaiq, 
who conduced the company down to the outer 
court, in a corner of which they faw a kind of mv^ 
ferable booth made of planks nailed together, her 
fore which a number of feats were placed. Th^ 
guefts fat down with a fcornful fmile : the curtain 
drew up ; and the whifpers increafed ; fcJr the ftage 
exhibited a very narrow ftreet, in which a few 
lamps fcattcred here and there, rather fhowed than 
illuminated the darkqefs of the night. 

At length a German traveller appeared, fimply 
dreft, but in good cloaths^ . with a belt buckleti 

roun^ 
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round him, in which he had jftuck two piftols : hfe 
gazed round him upon every thing with a look of 
curiofity natural to a man in a ftrangc place j and • 
that this was his cafe, was made ftill inorc evident 
by a fhort foliloquy; 

" He was come, he faid, in the dead of night,, 
here to Siena^ and was uncertain whether he could 
find admittance any where. He was indeed fatigued 
with his long journeyi and was very defirous of re- 
poft J but this could fcarcely be his lot at prefent. 
Well then, let the worft -come : a fmall misfortune 
is eafily born : efpecially by a GermaU'^foT what i» » 
intolerable to that bardy nation ? 

*' Ha, I am wrong — correcting himfelf^it is true ■ 
^e can bear a great deal ; hunger and thirft ; heat 
andkpold; the-dangers of war^ and the perils of 
travelling. There is one thing however which wib 
cannot bear ; though it conftitutes the enjoyments 
of many effeminate nations— a life without employe 
ment. Were this night to be never fo long 5 were 
lleep not once to clolb my «yes ; had I but employ*- 
ment, and I would willingly keep watch. But have 
Ithen none? Here is a light; and have I not a 
book ? The place is indeed not the moft conve- 
nient, but what does that matter ?" 

He immediately took a book from his pocket, . 
ftept under the neareft lamp^ and began to read. 
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^ Scarcely had he done fo, when the attention of the 
Ipeftators was called away to another figure, that 
came out of a crofs lane. It was tall, and appear- 
ed to be drcft in white ; moved onwards with an 
uniform pace ; and obferved the G^r;w^« attentive- 
ly on every fid^, but carefully avoided being feen 
by him : at laft, when it faw him deeply engaged 
in reading, it ventured as near to him as poffible, 
peeped into the book over his (houlder, and tefti- 
fied in its looks, the greateft aftonifhment at what 
■ it faw there. 

The German^ on th« other hand, foon difcover- 
ed, that reading in the open air, in fo fultry a night, 
and after fo long a journey, was an employment, 
which rather added to his fatigue ; his eyes became 
every moment heavier ; and he put up the book a* 
gain, with figns of difcontent. 

<< Is it then fo very late," he brake out with -Tome 
impatience, «» that nobody here can be roufed ?'* 
He then took out his repeating watch, and made It 
firike — twelve o'clock. 

At each ftroke, the aftonifhment of the creature 
that ftood behind him, evidently increafed ; and its 
lopk Qxpr^fled the moft eager curiofity. 

« Only twelve o'clock," muttered the Ger^ 
wan : ^« that is furely not late, in a .country, 
ijrhere they are accuftomed to turn night into day. 

Perhaps* 

f 
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Perhaps I may be ftill able to awaken foftic felfiir 
or fecial being." He knocked at every door, but to 
no purpofc. 

** Well then," cried he, in an angry tone, 
'* tliough knocking will not roufe ye, perhaps this 
will." Here he took out a piftol, and fired it off. 
The found was augmented by the dead filence of 
the night j the poor creature in white ftarted back, 
and the fcream which he uttered, made the travel- 
ler turn about. 

His firll look fliowed, indeed, that fuch a figure 
as this, was no common appearance to him ; but 
he foon recovered himfclf, beckoned to it to come 
nearer, and alked, who it was ? 

«« Excufc me at prefent ;" it anfwered, and ap- 
proached. " You fliall foon be fatisfied : let it fuf- 
ficc that I will do you no harm." 

<< And who told yoii I was afraid," faid the Ger^^ 
tnajiy fmiling — " Your outcry^ fufiiciently marked 
your timidity •, and I wager you are not very far 
from h(>me." 

«« Rightly gueffed, if you fpeak of the paft ; but 
all wrong, if you mean the prefent. But if you 
wiih to converfe with me farther, and to know who 
I am, you muft firft anfwer a few queftions." 

« Why not ? Propofe them." 

« Too 
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^< You was juft now reading a volume, full of 
' ^he ftrangcft crooked figures^ that I ever beheld. 
:It could not be writing.^ 

'«< No indeed— Don't you know print ?^ 

«« Print ! Print ! the term is quite new to mc : tell 
me only, in what does it difter from writing ?" 

<< It differs in this, ^ that a hundred and fifty men 
can fcarcely write as much as a fingie one can print 
in the fame time : that it is neater, more uniform 
and durable than writing ; and yet can be had for 
lefs than a fixth part of the price.'* 

<< Thefe are important advantages indeed,^' cried 

. ^he interrogating figure ; and applied the forefinger 

of his left hand with due deliberation to his nofc. 

'< An invention by which literature and the art« 

mud have g;ained mightily in the facility of corn* 



munication." 



« To be furel" 

«* And the inventor of this ufeful improvement 
—for whom I feel the highef): veneration — Who 
was he ?" 

«< A countryman of mihtf — z German,^* 

«< You a German ! He your countryman ! Truly 
lie does you honour ; he muft have been a wonder- 
ful genius. I would have given a good deal tliat 
he had been mine. — But my curiofity is not yet fa- 
tisfied. You had another thing, whidi, to my «< 

Aa ftoai 
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ftoniibmenti told the hour exafUy*.— What ^iras 
that ? 

« What but a watch !" 

<< A watch ! ay ! in my time only fun-dials were 
known, and hour-glafles, filled either with water 
or fand : but in fpite of their inconvenient iizei and 
high price, they were ftill very variable and uncer- 
tain. I fliould think that, an inftrument like this 
fo eafily carried in the pocket and fo infallible in 
its account of time, muft be a wonderful afiiftance 
on a long journey, and be equally ufefiil to travell* 
crs and merchants/* 

«< I am glad, that you can fo readily conjefturc 
the ufes of things, which to my aftonifhment, are 
queit new to you. Who are you then ? you men- 
tioned lately " your time i^ what time was that?** 

«« Stop, flop— Curiofity is unbecoming in a mam 
Rather tell me who invented this ?'* 

« A German too.'* 

«« What a noble nation ! It deferves my praife. 
Who could ever have looked for this among thefe 
blue eyed Barbarians ? But be it fo. - As I have 
pnce begun this inveftigation, I recoiled): my an- 
ient maxim : never to turn back, when I was half 
way. Anfwer me therefore one queftion more, and 
I promife you, it iball be the laft for the prefent* 
^ou had likewifea third thing, ^which imitated ia 

a.fioaU 
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a fitiall compafs the thunder and lightning ^^ and 
God knows how, in fpite of the great diftance, inw 
dicdiately ftruck on yonder- door* How call you 
that ?" 

« A Piftol.'' . 

«< And what is it^ natui'e*» and in what manner^ 
does it produce uc h powerful efiefts ?'* 

The German^ onc€ brought into converfation, 
t^ok out here the other Piftol, fhpwed it to his^: 
inquifitive companion, fired it off, as he had done 
the SltA, explained its ftrudlure, the ingredients of 
\rhich the gunpowder 'was compofed, its power, in 
cirery different proportion : and in fliort he gave a» 
compleat an idea of it, as could pqflibly be done ia^ 
a^few words; 

The aftonifhmcnt o£ the enquirer rofc here to* 
the utraoft, 

<« Howufeful," It exclaiitted, ** muft this be in war ! 
How ferviceable in the taking of fortified cities! 
How quick and how decifiye in battles ! I befeech 
ybu, to tell me, who invented this ?" 

« Who, but a German /"* * 
The ghoft — for why (hould we conceal any Iong« 
cr that it was a gholl — here darted back three fteps* 

«< German again ! Nothing but German ! Whence 
in all the world have ye got all this knowledge ? 
K.U0W, that I who ftand before you, was once^ 
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without vanity let me fpeak it, the ghoft of Cicir^^. 
the wifeft man of his age, the £ather of his country,, 
the conqueror of the Parthiam^ the mofl: eloquent 
of mortals — But who did not know me ? Allow me- 
rather, even when a ghoft, to prefervc the fame 
modefty that graced me when alive. But in my 
time, to fpeak with fincerity, your countrymen^ 
were one of the ftupideft nations that ever the fun 
ilione upon— rude and favage ; ignorant of agricul- 
ture, or the management •f cattle; entirely firan- 
gers to the arts and fciences \ always either at war.- 
cr at the chace, wrapt in the ikins of wild beafts^ 
and almoft as untameable themfelves. But to all. 
appearance, things muft now be much altered for 
the better. When I think of thofe who were then. 
mj feB6w>citiaxns, and confider how far they were * 
advanced before you ; unparalleled both in peace 
and war — orators, poetSy hiftorians, lords of half 
the world, the firft people under the fun — Surely 
by this time, they muft have approached nearly to^ 
the perfedion of the Deity. Oh that I could foe 
them — yet a few minutes^ and the arrival of the 
firft hour after midnight obliges me to return to 
the lower world ; from which I fliall not perhaps 
be permitted to emerge for the next eighteen hun- 
CiVcd years ; and muft content myfelf with wander- 
ing in extenfive defarts, converfing with myfelf;. 

becaufe 
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bccaufe that churl Minos was of opinion, that I 
fometimes fpoke too much when I was on earth,** 

The German htrQ laughed— << As I am," faid hc^- 
** are all my countrymen ; or at Icaft have it ia 
their power to be. Are you pleafed with us, lA. 
the fhape we come to vifit you.?** 

«« Very much." 

*« And you would like to fee how your country- 
men, or at leaft the greater part of them^ come t* 
▼iiit us ?" 

«« It would gratify me highly.** 

«' Well, wait a few moments — I underftani' 
fomething of magic— to pleafe you, I will employ 
it.'* 

He made a fign, and immediately two Savoyards 
appeared, one on each fide of the ftreet. 

" Buy flax-combs, come buy** — " A pretty Iha* 
dow-pifture on'the wall — who views ? who views ?** 
— were the words that refounded from both their 
mouths. 

" See," continued the German, «« fee, Cicero, it 
is thus that thy defcendants, the fornief governors 
of the world j the firft of mt- n ; the nation, whofe 
advances had been fo great j it is thus, for the moft 
part, that they come among us. How do you like 
them ?** 

A a 3 Tht 
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Tb« ghofl flood fpeecblefs : but juA tbeii the 
dock ftruck one ; and he fecmed, vith rcluAanccj 

tp difappear. 

, Itut in ftili worfe humour were the noble T^fne- 
tiafiJ, when they arofe, and took thctr leave with 
forced fmiles ; nor perhaps would they have been 
fatisfied, without attempting fomewhat m revenge^ 
had not the Prince and his Chamberlain prevented 
tbcm> by taking their departure the very next day. 
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